
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                     

The Puzzle of Feeding Five Thousands 

 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion 

Combined Worship with Plymouth Church 

 
Payson Park Church 

We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World. 

Sunday, August 2, 2026   9:30am  
 

Congregational - United Church of Christ 
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478  

 www.paysonpark.org     617/484-1542     

 

  Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond 
 

http://www.paysonpark.org/


 

 

Gathering for Worship 
We are a Community of 

DOUBTERS, SEEKERS, & BELIEVERS 

Pursuing HOPE in our world. 

 

Prepare for Worship 
Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box. 

Greeting you today: Grace Yuen 

 

Prelude                                                “Prelude”        by George Frederic Handel (1685-1749)  
From the keyboard suite in A major, HWV 426 

 

Greeting                                                                                                                         Pastor Eric 
                            

Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away. 
 

We are growing with God. For the Good of the World. 

For the Good of the World. We are growing with God. 
 

Hymn                                        “As We Gather at Your Table”                           

Words & Music below 
 

Call to Worship                                                                                                   led by Rachel Steely      

  Leader:  Come, all who are hungry and thirsty. 

  People:  God provides for our deepest needs. 
 

  Leader:  When we see only scarcity, Jesus looks with compassion and says, 

    "Bring what you have to me." 

People:  We come with our small gifts, our tired spirits, and our open hearts. 
 

  Leader:  Come to the feast of grace, where all eat and are filled. 

  People:  Praise be to God, who continually abides and feeds us with love! 

 

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                   led by Mariia Yelizarova 

Gracious Lord, we are filled with a mixture of feelings today. Some of us are rejoicing in the 

wonderful summertime of rest and relaxation; while others continue to seek relief from the 

burdens and worries that they bear. All of us stand in need of your refreshing and nourishing 

love and forgiveness. You know how many times we have turned our backs on those in need; 

we have been too busy, too preoccupied with our own problems.  
 

  People:  Give us strength and courage to truly be your loving disciples in the ways in  

    which we care for others. Forgive us when we stray from the paths of  

righteousness, your right relationships. Amen 

 

 

Words of Assurance                                                                                   read by Tom Best 
Rejoice! God’s love is poured over you this day for healing, restoration, and hope. Feel the 

power of God’s mercy in your life. Go into God’s world knowing you are forgiven and blessed, 

to be a blessing to others. Amen.  

 



Receiving God’s Word 
Scripture                                          Matthew 14:13-21                                  read by Grace Yuen 
 

Message                                   The Puzzle of Feeding Five Thousands                  given by Pastor Eric 
 

Prayers of the People                                                                                             led by Pastor Eric 
             People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire. 

If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box. 
 

Candles Prayer 
            We will also light a candle for each prayer offered in-person or online.  

 

Peace                        May the peace of Christ be with you.        And also, with you.  
 

Announcements  

 

Responding to God’s Grace 
Call to Generosity & Prayer                
               ● www.PaysonPark.org  to support the ministry of Payson Park Church 

● Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need 

● Belmont-Watertown Welcome Circle – help resettle Ukrainian refugees locally 

● Monika Foundation - help resettle Haitian refugees 

● UCC Global H.O.P.E. - (Disaster Response to Wildfires, Earthquake relief, & more) 
 

Offertory                                                   “Slow Air”           by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1852-1958) 
From Suite of 6 short pieces 

Doxology                                                         

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God all creatures here below. 

   Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. 
 

 

Holy Communion 
Invitation to join with Jesus in Communion         Iona                      

We are here because Jesus has called us – 

     strangers and friends, locals and visitors, believers and doubters, the certain and the curious. 

  It is always a mixed company that Jesus gathers and invites to his table where, in bread and wine, 

     he meets us and through him we, who are different, are joined to each other. 

  So come, not because you understand, but because you are understood. 

  Come, not because of how you feel, but because God has food for you. 

  Come, not because you deserve a place, but because Jesus invites you, just as you are. 
 

Pastor   God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Pastor   Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to God 

Pastor   Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord! Amen. 

http://www.paysonpark.org/


The Lord’s Prayer  
 Leader:  God, our Creator Parent, Loving Father, Caring Mother, we pray to you, saying- 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

Lamb of God        (Agnus Dei)                                                                                           
 

Remembering Jesus in the Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 
In-person: we will hand out communion packets. If Zoom: we will invite you to prepare your own Bread & Cup. 

The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 

The blood of Christ, the cup of compassion for a broken world. 
 

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving, after Communion 
Written by previous YCOM Katherine Ballas & read every Sunday at The Outdoor Church 

Lord God, we pray; 

Where bread is broken, you are there. 

Where tired bodies are nourished, you are there. 

Where two or more are gathered, you are there. 

Bless the hands that broke this bread. 

Bless the bodies that partake in this feast. 

And bless all who are gathered here today, in body and in spirit. Amen 

 

Sending 
Hymn                                         “God of Grace and God of Glory”  

                                                                 Words & Music below 

Benediction                  
 

Postlude                                                         “Gigue”     by George Frederic Handel (1685-1749) 
From the keyboard suite in A major, HWV 426 

  
                 Today’s Call, Confession, and Words of Assurance were adapted from Nancy C. Townley, ordained elder in the United Methodist Church.  

 
We are grateful for our flowers  
       provided today by You Got Flowers. 

      www.YouGotFlowers.org 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Payson Park Church – Congregational - United Church of Christ – 
www.PaysonPark.org         365 Belmont  Street   Office@paysonpark.org 
 

Leah Kosch, Music Director:   AMusicDirector@paysonpark.org 

            Pei-Chun Lin, Community Music Dir:           CommunityMusicDir@PaysonPark.org     

            Lynda Johnson, PPC Office Manager:  Office@paysonpark.org 
Pam, Melissa, Kay, Assistant Treasurers: AT@PaysonPark.org 

Kumiko Jones, Preschool Director:  PreschoolDirector@paysonpark.org 

Jenny Lane, YCOM:    YCOM@paysonpark.org 

Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate:  MinAssoc@paysonpark.org 

Pastor Eric Wefald:      PastorEric@paysonpark.org 
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 “SIGN UP” Summer Hosting Fellowship Hour  
 

Please sign up for a summer 

Sunday to manage the Sunday 

Fellowship Hour refreshments.  

Lemonade and snacks are provided 

by the office.  

 

You do not need to buy anything or make coffee. 

 

Please email Lynda at Office@PaysonPark.org if you 

need to update your assigned Fellowship Hosting date. 

Thank you!  
 

Upcoming Dates . . ..   
Sun Aug 9 9:30 Combined worship, Plymouth comes to PPC  

Sat Aug 15 & 29 Every two weeks we make sandwiches for The Outdoor Church. 

    Please contact Pam Curtis if you can help. pambcurtis@gmail.com 

Tue Sept 1 7pm Council  

Sun Sept 6 Begin 10:30am worship time. 

Mon Sept 7 Labor Day 

Thur Sept 10 Weekly Thursday 10am Bible Study by Zoom with Pastor Eric.  

Fri Sept 11 First Fridays 6pm featuring Children’s Choir, Message & Communion,  

with pizza for all at 6:30pm.  

Sun Sept 13 Welcome Back Sunday!  

  9am TLC - TLC Theology, Literature, & Coffee with Rev. Bill Ragan, Min Associate.   

  9am Adult Choir practice resumes.  

  10:30am Light-Seekers Sunday fun learning, led by YCOM Jenny Lane, asst Hilandia.  

Tue Sept 22 4pm Making home-cooked meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen in  

Waltham on the 4th Tuesday of the month, led by Emily Dallman & Debra Rokosz. 

Sun Sept 27 10:30am We celebrate our Bristol Lodge Teams! Retirement of leader Cynthia Lasker!  

 

 
Summer Break 
 in July & August. . .  
. . . the following will resume  
in September! 
 

♥ Weekly Thursday 10am Bible Study by Zoom with Pastor Eric.  

♥ Monthly TLC Theology, Literature, & Coffee with Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate.   

♥ Every Sunday Adult Choir – heart-touching music, led by Music Director Leah Kosch.  

♥ Light-Seekers Sunday fun learning, led by YCOM Jenny Lane.  

♥ First Fridays 6pm featuring Children’s Choir, Message & Communion, with pizza for all at 6:30pm, 

led by Community Music Director Pei-Chun Lin.  

♥ Making home-cooked meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen in Waltham on the 4th 

Tuesday of the month, led by Emily Dallman & Debra Rokosz.  

If you or someone you know would like to use space(s) in the church for an event, please contact the Office 

Manager via email at office@paysonpark.org or via phone at 617-484-1542. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fM_Mo7-qXOmev0l42hgeo0G7jHBplJ6_k39pukLpRHk/edit?usp=drive_link
mailto:pambcurtis@gmail.com
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Please follow the QR Code to go to the Yahoo! Japan fundraising 

page for organizations bringing relief to the people who suffered 

the Kumamoto Earthquake in Japan on 28 July 2026.  

 

Thank you for your generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up now for the 

Belmont Religious Council 

 

Summer of Service 

BINGO! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$5,000 to COTW! 

 
Carla Coltharp, on behalf of Mission & 

Outreach committee, and Payson Park 

Church, presents a BIG check of $5,000 to 

Chaplains on the Way, received by the Rev. 

Marc Fredette, of COTW, May 31, 2026. 

First Friday 
June 5, 2026 

 

Our Children’s choir 

sang “Rejoice in the Lord 

Always” 

 

Our children then made 

45 sandwiches for the 

hungry of The Outdoor 

Church in Cambridge. 
 



 

 

We Celebrate our 
Bristol Lodge Teams  
On Sunday, September 27th, 2026! 

 

Cynthia Lasker has announced her 

retirement from leading our amazing 

volunteer teams to Bristol Lodge, 

feeding the hungry in Jesus’ name. 

Cynthia has been leading our 

wonderful “faithful cookers” for over 

30 years! 

 

Emily Dallman & Debra Rokosz have stepped forward to be our co-coordinators for Bristol Lodge 

after Cynthia’s retirement. Our church can continue to feed our hungry neighbors in Waltham through 

Bristol Lodge. Thanks be to God!  

*** If you can be a “faithful cooker” please email Emily at ejdallman@gmail.com. Thank you! *** 
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TLC begins the discussion of Silence by Shusaku Endo on Sunday, September 13. 

 

Endo is Japan's foremost novelist and Silence (1966, 294 pp.) is generally regarded to be his 

masterpiece.  

 

In a perfect fusion of treatment and theme, this powerful novel tells the story of a seventeenth-century 

Portuguese priest in Japan at the height of the fearful persecution of the small Christian community. 

 

Much more than historical fiction; Endo’s masterpiece provides a meditation on 

faith, suffering, and the limits of human understanding. Silence asks profound 

theological and moral questions, and has stood the test of time as one of the 20th 

century’s finest novels.  

 

So, get your copy of Silence by Shusaku Endo and join us as we seek to deepen 

our understanding of faith, history, and the human condition with the first 

discussion of this book on Sunday, September 13 at 9:00 AM. 

 

Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell: 

484-860-4108 with any questions about this adult education opportunity. 

 

 

Remembering Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
 

Sunday August 9, 2026 

 
6:30 Vigil 

7:30 Music and Reflections 

8:30 Candle boats 

 

Watertown Square 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Words for The Puzzle of Feeding Five Thousands: 
Jesus, fish, food, disciples, thousands, families, hungry, compassion, village, buy, eat, Bristol, 

Lodge, Outdoor, Church, Payson, Park, Plymouth, people, grass, leftovers, twelve, broken, crowd, 

five, two, loaves, blessed, deserted, late, cured, baskets 
 

mailto:minassoc@paysonpark.org
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