First Sunday in Advent

Payson Park Church

We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.

Sunday, November 30, 2025 10:30am

Congregational - United Church of Christ
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478
www.paysonpark.org  617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond


http://www.paysonpark.org/

Gathering for Worship

We are a Community of
DOUBTERS, SEEKERS, & BELIEVERS
Pursuing HOPE in our world.

Prepare for Worship

Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.
Greeting you this morning: Emily Dallman & Hank Thidemann

We welcome Dan Loschen as our substitute Adult Music Director this morning!
Dan Loschen is the Piano Instructor and Theory Department Chair
Rivers School Conservatory, Weston, Massachusetts

Prelude Sarabande, from Partita No. 1 in B flat major, BWV 825 by J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Greeting Pastor Eric
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.

We are growing with God.  For the Good of the World.
For the Good of the World. We are growing with God.

Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” led by our choir
arranged & adapted by Tony Alonso

Verse 1) Cantor People
You are Wisdom, from the mouth of God. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, playing before God. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, wondrous word of God. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, loving friend to God. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
Verse 2) Cantor People
You are Wisdom, mother to us all. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, truth told to us all. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, promise to us all. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, banquet set for all. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
Verse 3) Cantor People
You are Wisdom, straight our paths to you. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, hearts on high to you. Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, here we watch for you.  Come, O come, Emmanuel.
You are Wisdom, open arms to you. Come, O come, Emmanuel.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.


https://www.visiticeland.com/article/snaefellsjokull-national-park/
https://www.visiticeland.com/article/snaefellsjokull-national-park/

Advent Call to Worship and Candle Lighting

Leader:

People

Leader

People

Leader

People

led by Chip & Kaska Gaysunas, & Chase

Hear the word of the prophet Isaiah, chapter two;

In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s house

will be the highest of all—

and people from all over the world will stream there to worship.
The Lord will mediate between nations

and will settle international disputes.

They will hammer their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will no longer fight against nation,
nor train for war anymore.
The poor ask, Is it Christmas yet?

In the darkness of the world, we light a candle of hope.
[First Advent candle is lit.] Let us pray.

Dear God, today we light the candle of Hope in the darkness.
Dear God, fill our lives with your Hope,
remake our world with your Hope. Amen.

Prayer of Confession led by Emily Dallman

Leader:

People:

Holy and Compassionate God, we confess that we have been sleeping when we
should have been awake. We have allowed the comforts and distractions of the
world to lull us into a spiritual slumber, making us complacent and unprepared
for your promised return. We turn our backs on those who suffer, and we scorn
those who bring suffering upon others.

We confess that we are lost and demoralized, aching for the hope in your
Word, and yet when you speak, we do not hear. We root ourselves in
devastation when true strength is born out of your tender grace. Forgive us,
God, for abandoning hope, in favor of fear and a desire for retribution.

Assurance of Grace & Invitation to Light Seekers

led by Jenny Lane, YCOM, Youth & Community Qutreach Minister
inspired by Matthew 5:13-16

You are loved by God exactly as you are — curious, questioning, and growing. Jesus

calls us the salt of the earth and the light of the world, reminding us that our questions
and light have a purpose. Let our curiosity shine brightly, because God’s love is big
enough to guide every step of our journeys.

Receiving God’s Word

Scripture Matthew 24:36-44  The Message read by Sylvia Shangari
Message Wake up for hope! Wake up for kindness!  given by Pastor Eric
Prayers of the People Pastor Eric

People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box.



The Lord’s Prayer
Leader: God, our Creator Parent, Loving Father, Caring Mother, we pray to you, saying-
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Peace May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Announcements

Responding to God’s Grace

Call to Generosity & Prayer
e www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
e Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
e Belmont-Watertown Welcome Circle — help resettle Ukrainian refugees locally
e Monika Foundation - help resettle Haitian refugees
e UCC Global H.O.P.E. - (Disaster Response to Wildfires, Earthquake relief, & more)

Choir Anthem “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand”  arr by David H. Williams

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sending

Hymn “You Are Salt for the Earth, O People” led by our choir
music & words below

Benediction

Postlude Improvisation upon “Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel” by Dan Loschen

The Assurance of Grace was adapted from Maria Mankin, United Church of Christ.

‘q Fellowship after Worship

Emily Dallman and Lise Paul

' ‘ We are grateful for today’s hosts

= We thank! Please check the schedule posted in the Kitchen &
s ‘ outside the Office. Please look for your spot. Let Lynda know at
4 / > Office@PaysonPark.org if you need to update your assigned

Fellowship Hosting date. Thank you!



http://www.paysonpark.org/

We are grateful for our flowers

provided today by You Got Flowers.
www.YouGotFlowers.org

You Got Flowers

Payson Park Church - Congregational - United Church of Christ -
www.PaysonPark.org 365 Belmont Street Office@paysonpark.org

Leah Kosch, Music Director AMusicDirector@paysonpark.org

Pei-Chun Lin, Community Music Dir: CommunityMusicDir@PaysonPark.or

Lynda Johnson, PPC Office Manager: Office@paysonpark.org

Pam, Melissa, Kay, Assistant Treasurers: AT@PaysonPark.org

Kumiko Jones, Preschool Director: PreschoolDirector@paysonpark.or:
Jenny Lane, YCOM: YCOM@paysonpark.org

Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate: MinAssoc@paysonpark.org
Pastor Eric Wefald: PastorEric(@paysonpark.or

Upcoming Dates....

Sat Nov29  2-4pm Alternative Holiday Bazaar
Sun Nov 30  11:30am Make Advent Wreaths for your Home — 1*' Sunday of Advent
Alternative Holiday Bazaar — continues. . .
Sun Nov 30  3-5pm Christmas Ghosts Acting Troupe Rehearsal
Tue Dec 2 10am Deacons. 7pm Council
Fri Dec 5 Spm Children’s Choir
6pm “First Fridays” worship — featuring the Children’s Choir.
. with 6:30pm Dinner for Families, provided by the church.
Sat Dec 6 Every two weeks we make sandwiches for The Outdoor Church.
Please contact Pam Curtis if you can help. pambcurtis@gmail.com
Sun Dec 7 9am TLC — Theology, Literature, & Coffee, led by Rev. Bill Ragan, Min Assoc
Sat Dec 13~ 7pm Christmas Ghosts play (based upon A Christmas Carol)
Sat Dec 14 4pm Christmas Ghosts play (based upon A Christmas Carol) followed by potluck
Sun Dec 21  3pm Messiah Sing Along
Tue Dec 23 We prepare home-cooked meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge, Waltham.
Please contact Cynthia Lasker if you can help. laskercynthia@gmail.com

ADVENT®

a TaErY's o' P a'r k

Sat Nov 29  2-4pm Alternative Holiday Bazaar
Sun Nov 30 11:30am Make Advent Wreaths for your Home — 1% Sunday of Advent
Alternative Holiday Bazaar — continues. . .
Pick up your Family Advent Devotionals!


mailto:pambcurtis@gmail.com
mailto:laskercynthia@gmail.com
mailto:Office@paysonpark.org
mailto:AMusicDirector@paysonpark.org
mailto:Office@paysonpark.org
mailto:AT@PaysonPark.org
mailto:PreschoolDirector@paysonpark.org
mailto:YCOM@paysonpark.org
mailto:MinAssoc@paysonpark.org
mailto:PastorEric@paysonpark.org

) ‘ SN
A N
. ), A

SNV et

BIG $3,000 check presented to
The Outdoor Church
November 16, 2025

By Mission & Outreach committee, on behalf
of the people of Payson Park Church.
Our fantastic people make 100+ sandwiches for
the hungry of The Outdoor Church!

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
11-23-25

Pictured here are some of the speakers and
faith leaders.

$905 was collected in offering for the Belmont
Food Pantry!
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ABOUT MY GIVING PAGE

Thank you for visiting my Giving Page to support cancer research and care at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
and the Jimmy Fund.

I was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia on May 26, 2022. At that time I was working full time and had
gone to the emergency room due to a rash on my arm. Within one hour in the emergency room the discussion
went from what kind of antibiotics are we going to send you home with to you have AML and are being
admitted immediately to the hospital. That was the first of three month long hospital stays including a Stem
Cell Transplant. I am now retired, in remission from AML, and living with chronic graft versus host disease. I
am blessed to be alive.

To honor the competent and caring professionals at Dana Farber I am putting my creative talents to use. In my
younger days I used to sew my own clothes, curtains, pillows, quilts, etc. Then full time work, marriage, three
children came and I had no time. Now I do; I create Christmas tree skirts, pillows, blankets, aprons, and sling
packs. I try to repurpose antique material or previously owned items. A bit like myself.

I am contributing all proceeds to the Patient Holiday Assistance Fund. I was in patient during Thanksgiving
and several birthdays and know how important it is to be able to celebrate the holidays.

Dana-Farber provides expert, compassionate care to children and adults, and is home to groundbreaking
cancer discoveries. Dana-Farber has played a critical role in the development of more than half of all cancer
drugs approved by the FDA in the past five years. Since its founding in 1948, the Jimmy Fund has raised
millions of dollars through thousands of community efforts to advance Dana-Farber’s mission, and I'm proud
to be associated with this effort, and hope that you will be inspired too. Happy Holidays.




Introducing our new YCOM
Jenny Lane!

Our Search Team (Grace Yuen, Katherine Ballas, Leeann
McMorrow, Hilandia Neuta-Rendon, & Emily Dallman),
sorted through over 80 applicants, interviewed 3 by Zoom,
and Jenny in person. On Tuesday, November 11 " our Search
Team introduced Jenny to Council. The vote was unanimous!

Hello Payson Park,

ﬂ Thank you for welcoming me into your congregation! I
. " am overjoyed to be coming in as your new Youth and
“ Community Outreach Minister. I am looking forward to

f meeting you all and finding ways to grow together in

God's love. A little bit about me:
My name is Jenny and while I’ve gone by many names, I am honored to hold mama and wife dearest
to my heart. Those alongside countless others such as teacher, leader, friend and more. I first felt God’s
call at age 14, overlooking the ocean during my UCC confirmation retreat and am now a soon-to-be
ordained minister with The American Baptists, with a Congregationalist heart and an interfaith soul. I
grew up UCC with my (wonderful) almost 95-year old grandmother being a member of your
congregation when she was a young girl; having married my Baptist grandfather here within your
walls in 1950. Not having known that information until after having applied for this position, I fully
believe that God doesn't believe in coincidences --- to say I am honored to be called to your
congregation would be a vast understatement!

In my personal life, I find joy in yoga, reading, watercolor painting, and time spent by the ocean. I'm a
scuba diver and lover of really good espresso and funky colored pottery (Fiestaware and Majolica,
mostly)! Yet my greatest blessing is my family. Having raised my son Zyan alone for the majority of
his early years, God knew my strength better than I and continued to give small reminders that the
seminary “retirement plan” I created at age 14 may come a lot earlier than I anticipated. Upon reaching
graduation (December 25') and ordination (early 26'), I find myself in awe and disbelief that not only
did I say yes to seminary as a single parent, I then met the love of my life and my true partner in this
world; my husband Ben and alongside him, my wonderful stepdaughter, Ayla. From entering seminary
as a family of two, to attending both ordination and graduation sometime this coming year as a family
of four; it has been the hardest, most incredible, beautiful and wild ride God has ever sent me on. |
thank the Almighty every day for the blessing that is my family. They are my biggest supporters,
reminding me daily of their love and God’s.

Alongside my life in ministry comes an almost twenty year career in yoga, health and wellness. I am a
reiki master teacher, and yoga instructor who blends spiritual practice with social activism.

Having connected to the community through creating sustainable non-profit programs as a former yoga
studio owner, | am passionate about nurturing intergenerational communities, transforming conflict,
and building healing-centered, justice-driven initiatives. I bring with me peacemaking circle
experience, a love of families and youth, alongside experience in launching programs and leading
purpose-driven work at the intersection of faith, wellness, and equity. A lot of words to say; I am an
open and affirming pastor who loves going into the community to help others while bringing as much
joy, love of God and support as I can.

Gleefully anticipating our first meetings and this advent season!
In gratitude & joy
Jenny



Lots of fun at our
2025 Fall Festival!

Bouncy Castle, Pumpkin
painting, Equal Exchange
chocolates, Popcorn, Run for
Ukraine fundraiser, Devine
Native Plantings, Mystic
Charles Pollinator Pathways.

Thank you to our amazing
volunteers!
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Sandwich Making
November 7, 2025

Our children delight in
making 45 sandwiches for
the hungry of The
Outdoor Church, after
First Friday worship,
November 7, 2025.

o R

Singing, “I’ve Got that Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy”

Our Children’s Choir at First Friday, November 7, 2025




Theology, Literature and Coffee ('TLC)

TLC begins the discussion of Mr. Dickens and His Carol by Samantha Silva
on Sunday, December 7 (note: this is a departure from our usual second
Sunday, which would be 12/14).

In this light, relatively short, historical fiction, Samantha Silva reimagines
the story behind Charles Dickens' Christmas classic. The 2017 publication
of Mr. Dickens and His Carol, Silva’s first novel, follows years of her success
as a screenplay and short story writer. The novel got a score of 3.78 out of
5 on Goodreads with over 20,000 ratings. Here is the Goodreads
description: Charles Dickens is not feeling the Christmas spirit. His newest
book is an utter flop, the critics have turned against him, relatives near and
far hound him for money. He needs to publish another book soon, but a
serious bout of writer’s block sets in. As Dickens’ deadlines close in, he is
propelled on a Scrooge-like journey that tests everything he believes about
generosity, friendship, ambition, and love.

nrs (@ aroL
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So, get your copy of Mr. Dickens and His Carol by Samantha Silva and join us on Sunday, December 7 at
9:00 AM.Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell: 484-860-4108
with any questions about this adult education opportunity.

6 PM COME-AS-YOU-ARE WORSHIP
6:30 PM DINNER FOR FAMILIES

CHILDREN’S CHOIR SINGS!
FAMILY DINNER IS PROVIDED

i |

PAYSON PARK CHURCH

Find out more at *
www.PaysonPark.org Fa'\““k‘*“ y

Serving

65 BELMONT STREET, BELMONT B
S (ommum’ﬂg

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Fundraising for HVAC
Online Silent Auction

— is now being planned!

If you have an item or service or gift card that can be offered for
an Online Silent Auction, please email Pastor Eric before
Tuesday, December 2™. Please include a photo, or suggested
graphic, a retail value, a suggested minimum bid. Thank you!

We are bringing together the people of PPC with groups that use
our building; The Jameson Singers, The Folk Art Center,
Preschool Families, BSA Scout Families, Belmont Community
Chorus, & more.
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A Christmas (arol Tale

Performance Dates
Saturday, December 13th, 7pm

Sunday, December 14th, 4pm/
ggzson Park Church b

Belmont St, Belmont
www.paysonpark.org

Reserve
Your
Seats

Now

. all proceeds go to support
Dlirecf.ed by Lynda :Tohnson. common cathedral

Music Directed by Pei-Chun Lin and their work to support the unhoused and

Based on A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens to educate about homelessness in Boston
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Give gifts that DO GOOD and FEEL GOOD:
SATURDAY November 29, 2025
2-4 pm

Payson Park Church

365 Belmont St, Belmont

www.Paysonpark.org
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From Missions § Outreach:

— Think you see ICE? Call 617-370-5023

Share, and save this number in your phone.
Activity is increasing. Bearing witness is critical.

Monika Foundation Update - NEW as of 6/11:

Our friends at the Monika Foundation have had to rapidly adjust to a difficult and scary current
situation for recent immigrants to the U.S. right now. Having come here with protected legal status,
those protections have been stripped away, and people are having to make difficult decisions about

when and how to return home.

Thankfully Monika Foundation and their fearless leader Philomene are set up to continue to offer
spiritual, emotional, and financial support to people within the country of Haiti. They are working hard
to find relatively safe places for relocators to live, & are setting up people with microloans in order to
create a life for themselves. They continue to need our support, more than ever.

Check out the church’s Giving Page and donate!
Supporting Legal Help for Immigrants:
ar IE
*-I

RIAN Immigrant Center

Beyond Bond
- E ‘Madeline C on Advisory Bd)

& Legal Defense Fund
(BJAN)



https://secure.myvanco.com/YPPE/campaign/C-14W2M

2026

Serving Many Communities.
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Loving God. Loving Neighbor: 53

Payson Park Church Comamanity

w stewardshnip
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Some thoughts on why we support Payson Park Church:

e As a family, we've found that the Payson Park Church community gives HIOFPPE and
PURPOSE. We enjoy Pastor Eric’s uplifting and thoughitful weekly messages,

annual Chrlstmas plays Sacred Hikes, and FIRST FRIDAYS 9 all of which

manifest as the ¢ “m Chre wwarlal that we want our kids to see, experience, and be part of.
@ Dave & Katherine Marchefba

e We happily support Payson Park Church for their commitment to our own congregation,

our local community, and the world at large. Payson has always been a SOCIAL JUSTICE
CHURCH: helpulg fund unnugrants, hghtmg diseases, feeding the
hungry, and supporting the unhoused. This is how we show God’s love ¥
in the world. @ Metissa & Michael Mitchell

e | support Payson Park Church because I'm a member, participating, pledging, and being involved.
I’'m honored to be a Deacon, involved in the spiritual life of the church. In my youth | sang in

the choir & performed in the plays at Philips. Today | greatly enjoy the CHOIR and
MUSIC /] at Payson PParlk, and it's fun to watch the children and adults in the Christmas
Plays. As chair of our Preschool committee, I'm very proud of our wonderfiul

PRESCHOOL, with a good Director and good Teachers, all working together for the good of
the children. @ Lorraine Clifford

e Payson Park has my support as a VIBIRANT, MU SICAL /) STRONG and
SUPPORTIVE Christian community. Through its Mission & Quireach
programs | can express my faith in practical ways. @ Tom Best



e The lives of good people are brightly lit streets, Proverbs 13:9 (The Message).

The members of Payson Park are a who illuminate
the world beyond the walls of the church extending IO’ E and SUPPPORT to the
immediate community and beyond. | support Payson Park Church to be a part of
that brilliant outreach. @ Patricia Pichette

e | support Payson Park Church because it's MY CHURCH. | feel at home there. I'm
grateful for the preaching. prayers. and pastoral care of the clergy
and count the . | appreciate the many ways that
Payson Park contributes to community causes. I'm glad that the church service is available in
person and on zoom. I LOVE ® the MUSIC J] The deveotional atmosphere of the

Chapel is especially calming during these challenging times in our world.
R linda J. Knight

How much do I pledge?

Your prayerful decision of how much to pledge is up to you and your household. The traditional
Biblical standard is a tithe to God, or one tenth of your income and wealth. Some of us pledge above
a tithe, while many of us are below. We certainly understand that if this is a tough year financially for
your household, you may even need to reduce your pledging for 2026.

The average median household income in 2025 for Belmont, Arlington, and Watertown is $150,000.

Therefore a tithe to the church » 10%, would be $15,000, which is » $1,250 per month.
Half of a tithe to the church » 5%, would be $7,500, which is » $625 per month.

We encourage all households to increase their pledging by $5 per month over your 2025 pledge.

OUR GOAL = 50% of households increase 2026 pledge
by $5 per month over 2025 pledge.

What do I do ll(lw? Return your enclosed 2026 Giving Card.
a) Drop it in the offering plate,
b) or mail it in.
c) or fill it in online, at www.PaysonPark.org, click the Give tab, then the Pledge button.

Deadline — Dee 7th

Sincerely, Vour Stewardship Team We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World!
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2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

CNROLLMENT

Admission: 15 Months to 5 Years Old

e School Hours: e Spacious Gym Area
8:00 AM to 5:30 PM e AlLarge Stage Designed

e Child Care Vouchers for Performances
Accepted e Experienced and

e Variety of Enrichment Talented Teachers
Programs e Community Events

CONTACT NOW

preschooldirector@paysonpark.org



You Are Salt for the Earth, O People

Paraphr. by Marty Haugen, 1986; alt. Man. 5:13-15
Unison
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1 Youare salt forthe earth, O peo-ple: salt  for the reign of God!
2 Youarea light onthe hil, O peo-ple: light for the Cit-y of God!

3 Youarea seed of the Word, O peo-ple: bring forththe reign of God!
4 We are a blessed and a pil - grim peo-ple: bound for the reign of God!
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Share the fla-vor of life, O peo - ple: life in the Cit-y of God!
Shine so ho -ly and bright, O peo - ple: shine for the Cit-y of God!
Seeds of mer-cy and seeds of jus - tice, grow in the Cit-y of God!

.l
Il

Love our jour-ney and love our home-land: love is the Cit-y of God!
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Bring forth the reign of mer-cy, bring forth the reign of peace;
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Bring forth the reign of jus-tice, bring forth the Cit-y of God!
| | | | | | |
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During a residency at Holden Village, a retreat center in the state Tune: BRING FORTH Irr. with refrain
of Washington, Marty Haugen wrote this hymn to be used as a Marty Haugen, 1986

“processing song” for outdoor worship. The lectionary readings
focusing on Jesus’ teaching about the “reign of God” provided
the basis for the text.
Copyright © 1986 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc.
Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-741193. All rights reserved



