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We are getting Back to Normal

Public Schools are open in-person, with no social distancing and no facemasks required. Sports stadiums are full.
Restaurants are thriving again. The latest Broadway musicals are packed, with no Covid or masking requirements.
Here at Payson Park Church, masks are optional during worship if you are fully vaccinated or have a recent negative
test, and are symptom free. While we want everyone to enjoy all of the programs and services of the church, we ask
you to please stay home if you are not feeling well.
After two years of collective action to mitigate our shared risk, this is a time to acknowledge that, while COVID is
not going away, we each have many tools to keep ourselves safe and we will allow each individual to make
choices aligned with their own risk tolerance. We know that everyone is coming back into our physical church
community at different speeds and comfort levels, and celebrate that we are each transitioning at our own pace.
In addition to ventilation, we have also added a medical grade 13 HEPA Air Purifier (used in hospitals), with
instantaneous feedback on air quality.

Gathering for Worship
Payson Park Church
Building a Community that Transforms People

Prepare for Worship
Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.

Prelude

Pastorale

B. Marcello (1636-1739)

Greeting

Pastor Eric
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.

.

We are growing with God.
For the Good of the World.

Hymn

For the Good of the World.
We are growing with God.

O Come O Come Emmanuel
music printed below

Advent Call to Worship and Candle Lighting
Leader:

People

Leader
People
Leader
People

Verses 1 & 2

led by our choir

led by Chip & Kaska Gaysunas, & Chase

Hear the word of the prophet Isaiah:
In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s house
will be the highest of all—
and people from all over the world will stream there to worship.
The Lord will mediate between nations
and will settle international disputes.
They will hammer their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will no longer fight against nation,
nor train for war anymore.
The poor ask, Is it Christmas yet?
In the darkness of the world, we light a candle of hope. [First Advent candle is lit.]
Let us pray.
Dear God, today we light the candle of Hope in the darkness.
Dear God, fill our lives with your Hope,
remake our world with your Hope. Amen.

Confession

led by Lorraine Clifford

Leader:

Gracious and Loving God,
We take this moment to open our minds, our hearts, our spirits, open to you.
We ask you to make us more self-aware, more conscious of where we have
not lived in your love, or have shut our ears to the call of your Spirit,
this past week.
Help us see when we have caused pain, stoked anxiety, or ignored suffering,
When we protected ourselves too much,
or did not protect ourselves enough.
In this season of hope, help us notice where we have allowed hypersaturation,
learned helplessness, and inertia to freeze us in hopelessness or despair.
Have mercy on us, oh Christ, and help us to see.

People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Period of Silent Confession
Assurance of Grace

led by Josh Lunde-Whitler, YCOM
Listen deep for the voice of God,
The One who has given us a new vision,
Who transforms us with the renewing of our hearts, minds, and spirits
As we seek the way of Christ.
Who shows up in the most unlikely of places, announcing the most unlikely of
messages, And who dares us to dream again.
This God is here, welcoming us and calling us to his holy mountain! Let us believe
the Good News.
May we live this day, and every day, covered in the light of Christ! Amen.

Leader:

All:

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Scripture

Matthew 24:36-44

Sermon

read by David Courchene

Wait, This Isn’t What I Signed Up For! given by Josh Lunde-Whitler, YCOM

Prayers of the People

led by Pastor Eric

People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box.

Candles Prayer
People will be invited to come forward and light a candle, and speak a name, a prayer request,
or be in silence. We will also light a candle for each prayer offered online.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Pastor Eric

Announcements
60 Seconds 4 Stewardship

Ned Gulley

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE
Call to Generosity & Prayer
•
•
•

www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal

Choir Anthem

Carol of the Advent

Traditional Bensançon Tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SENDING
Hymn

You are Salt for the Earth, O People
music printed below

Benediction
Postlude

Air and Variations

led by our choir

G.F. Handel (1685-1759)

Fellowship after Worship
We thank Bill and Kay Hudgins, our hosts today!
Good News – Fellowship Time is so popular,
that Hosts are assigned:
Here is our new assigned schedule: https://tinyurl.com/2p95tveu
The schedule is posted in the kitchen and outside office door. Please open it up to find your spot. Let
Lynda know at office@paysonpark.org if you need to change or update your assigned Fellowship Hosting
date. Thank you for this vital community ministry!
Please email Lynda in the church office, if you are interested in having flowers on the altar, in
honor or memory of loved ones, on a particular Sunday.

Upcoming Dates
Saturday, Nov 26
Sunday, Nov 27
Sunday, Nov. 27
Thursday, Dec. 1
Saturday, Dec 3
Sunday, Dec 4
Tuesday, Dec 6
Saturday, Dec 10
Saturday, Dec 17
Sunday, Dec 18
Saturday, Dec 24

We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church, Cambridge
Make Your Own Advent Wreath – workshop after worship
12:30-2:30pm A Christmas Carol rehearsal
7:00-9:00pm A Christmas Carol rehearsal
1:30pm Caroling, Coats, & Cocoa
M4M with Sandy Gannon, co-founder and executive director at Kisoboka
7pm Council
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church, Cambridge
7:00pm Payson Park Church presents “A Christmas Carol”
4:00pm Payson Park Church presents “A Christmas Carol”
5:00pm Family Christmas Eve service with choirs & candlelight

SPREAD WARMTH AND JOY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Payson Park Church is once again collecting new coats for children and gifts for all ages to support City
Mission’s Coat Boston and Christmas Shop missions. Please bring in coats and Christmas gifts by Sunday,
December 4th. All items need to be new.

Coat Boston
Coat Boston helps ensure Boston's neediest children have warm,
new winter coats for the city’s cold weather. You can support this
effort by donating new winter coats in the following ways:
* Buy a coat and bring it to the green barrel in Gardner Hall by
Dec. 4th, or drop it off in the foyer of the parsonage, at 285
Payson Road.
* Order a coat online and ship it directly to:
City Mission
c/o Peniey McClary
185 Columbia Rd., Suite 317
Boston, MA 02121
(Shopping tip: search macys.com for "kids winter coats sale". Many coats are just $29.99)
All coats must be brand new and suitable for very cold weather (i.e., not fleece jackets). Coats from toddler
to adult sizes are accepted. Please let Wendy Gulley (wgulley@gmail.com) know if you order a coat online,
so we can keep a count. Thank you!

Christmas Shop
Christmas Shop provides holiday gifts and clothing to people in need in Boston. Last year City
Mission once again distributed over 5,200 gifts with help from Payson Park Church and other
churches and organizations.
This year we are collecting toys, clothing, and household items.
All items must be new and unwrapped.
Please bring any of these to Gardner Hall or the parsonage
(285 Payson Road)by Dec. 4th:
All sizes of clothing from children to adults
Hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves
Underwear for all ages/sizes
Children, infant and toddler toys and books
Dolls of diverse ethnicities
Teen games, books, and activities
(see www.amightygirl.com/holiday-guide)
Sports equipment, art supplies, backpacks, purses, wallets
Bedding, towels, blankets
Pots and pans, blenders, mixing bowls

Youth Corner
with Josh!
You may always contact Josh
at ycom@paysonpark.org.

All Families are
Welcome Here!

Ping Pong finesse with Josh 11-6-22

If you're a new family joining us this morning, welcome! We hope to meet you and to welcome you, and
that you feel connected to God's love and peace while you're here.
Join our Family WHATSAPP group to stay on top of latest updates - Just scan the QR code!

● Children, youth, and families are invited to meet
Josh downstairs during the service for Storylab!
● We do have a nursery space upstairs for smaller
children (ages infant through 5-6) - But it is also
okay if your child or youth wants to be a part of the
service!
● We also have coloring sheets and children's
bulletins (with games and drawing) in the back -- All
ages can find coloring during church a helpful way
to help settle wayward minds and hearts as we listen
and pray!
● Feel free also to use any of the books you see in
the back (in the baskets).
● After the service, please stick around a few
minutes for snacks and coffee, and for ping pong
and other games if you so choose!

Theology, Literature and Coffee (TLC) News
TLC begins the discussion of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by
Barbara Robinson on Sunday, December 11.
In this 1971 children's Christmas novel written by Barbara Robinson
laughs abound as does tear invoking poignancy. This bestselling
Christmas classic tells the story of six misfit children who volunteer to
star in their town's Sunday school Christmas pageant, and end up
teaching the town the true meaning of Christmas.
So, get your copy of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by Barbara
Robinson and join us on Sunday, December 11, at 9:00 AM, as we
better come to know one another and our God by discussing this
hilarious and meaningful children’s Christmas novel.
Come and experience our “Stillspeaking God” at Theology, Literature and Coffee!
Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell: 484-860-4108 with any
questions about this adult education opportunity.

Neighborhood Family Festival on 10-29-22

Over 60 adults and children bought Fair Trade chocolate, ate Kielbasa, bounced in the Bouncy House,
decorated pumpkins, played Ping Pong, and donated to help Ukrainian refugees. 10-29-22

We’ve been certified by The National Wildlife Federation!
Our native plant garden in
front of the church is now designated
as a haven for the renewal of native
bees, birds, and wildlife, through the
nurture of native plants. The National
Wildlife Federation is America’s
largest conservation organization,
founded in 1936, and is working to
protect, restore, and connect wildlife
habitat. Our native plant garden is
already part of the renewed pollinator
pathway for local bees, critical to our
ecosystem.
We have been working with
local expert Jean Devine, an
Environmental Educator and Native
Plant coach. We do need help
maintaining our NWF certified native
plant garden. If you can help, please
leave your name with the
office, office@paysonpark.org.

Payson Park Church visits

The Outdoor Church
on 10-16-22.
We are grateful to be making
sandwiches for the hungry in Jesus'
name, and to be invited to worship with
The Outdoor Church community.

Cradles to Crayons
Our Fantastic Faithful Work
Crew on 11-12-22.

We are grateful for this
opportunity to serve our
neighbor in Christ’s name,
helping the children of low
income and homeless families
in Massachusetts.

