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Gathering for Worship

We are a Community of
DOUBTERS, SEEKERS, & BELIEVERS
Pursuing HOPE in our world.

Prepare for Worship
Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.
Greeting you today: Linda Knigh.t

Prelude Sarabande J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
From Suite 6 in E major BW'T” 817
Greeting
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.
We are growing with God.  For the Good of the World.
For the Good of the World. We are growing with God
Hymn Freedom is Coming
Words and Lyrics below
Call to Worship (Japan) led by Kumiko Jones
leader: In a world that remains divided & in conflict, God is inviting us, to make us one.
people: Today we gather around one table, in answer to God’s will.
leader: What do we find at today’s table?
people: God's love, which endures all things and connects all things.
leader: What is not at today’s table?
people: The many powers of the world, which seek to stand over others.
leader: Let us repent & give thanks to God’s power to bring salvation to all who believe.
people: Thanks be to God! Make us witnesses of Your love.
Let us worship together the true God, who makes us one.
Opening Prayer (Australia) led by Mary Alice Wistman

We gather today as the people of God, as a community of Christ’s followers. We gather to
share Word and sacrament, to discern the ways of faithful service. We serve our God in this
community and throughout every land. Let us serve by working toward justice where there is
oppression, by offering comfort where there is pain, by sharing love where there is hatred. The
Spirit beckons us, because Jesus calls us to enact our faith. Let us now worship the one who

calls us!
Prayer of Confession (South Africa) led by Melissa Mitchell

leader: For our failure to feel the sufferings of others, and our tendency to live
comfortably with injustice,

people: God forgive us.

leader: For the self-righteousness which denies guilt, and the self-interest which
strangles compassion,

people: God forgive us.

leader: For those who live their lives in careless unconcern, who cry ‘Peace, peace’

when there is no peace,
people: We ask your mercy.



leader: For our failings in community, our lack of understanding,
people: We ask your mercy.

leader: For the times when we are too eager to be better than others, when we are too
rushed to care, when we are too tired to bother, when we don’t really listen,
when we are too quick to act from motives other than love,

people: God forgive us.
Assurance of Grace & Invitation to Light Seekers given by YCOM Jenny Lane
(Bangladesh) Youth and Community Outreach Minister

Know that God loves you. From the very beginning God’s loving mercy has been poured out
upon you. God loves you like a parent embracing you. God watches over you, guiding you each
day. On behalf of Jesus Christ, our Savior: you are forgiven; forgive others. You are restored;
restore others. You are reconciled with God; be reconciled with others, in the name of the
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen

Light Seekers is our Sunday school time that’s just right for every age, from our littlest learners to
our youth mentors! If you’d like to come, please meet us at the back of the church, and we’ll head
upstairs together for lots of learning and fun!

Receiving God’s Word

Scriptul‘e Matthew 21:33-46  The Message transiation  read by Rachel Steely
Message Plan B given by Pastor Eric
Prayers of the People

People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box.

Candles Prayer

We will also light a candle for each prayer offered in-person or online.
Peace May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.
Announcements

Responding to God’s Grace

Call to Generosity & Prayer
e www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
e Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
e UCC Global H.O.P.E. - (Disaster Response to Wildfires, Earthquake relief, & more)

Choir Anthem “I Will Arise” arr. by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
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Holy Communion

Invitation to join with Jesus in Communion Global Ministries
From every corner of the earth, Christ calls us to the table.
We come from many peoples, many places, many traditions.
We come with the songs of our ancestors and the prayers of those who came before us.
We come carrying stories of faith, struggle, hope, and joy.

People: From the villages of Africa and the islands of the Pacific, from the
mountains of Asia and the cities of the Americas, from the churches of
Europe and the Middle East— We come as one people, gathered in Christ.

Some come to this table with abundance. Some come longing for daily bread.

Christ welcomes us all. One: Some come singing.

Some come grieving. Some come with questions. Some come with gratitude.

Today, the walls that divide us do not have the final word. Language does not divide us.
Geography does not divide us. Culture does not divide us.

At Christ’s table, there is room for all.

Come, people of God. Come with open hands and open hearts.

People: We come to receive. We come to remember. We come to share.
We come to be made one.

Pastor God be with you.

People And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to God

Pastor Let us give thanks to God Most High.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might!
Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord! Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader: God, our Creator Parent, Loving Father, Caring Mother, we pray to you, saying-
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)

Remembering Jesus in the Sharing of the Bread and the Cup
In-person: we will hand out communion packets. If Zoom: we will invite you to prepare your own Bread & Cup.

The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
The blood of Christ, the cup of compassion for a broken world.

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving, after Communion
Written by previous YCOM Katherine Ballas & read every Sunday at The Outdoor Church
Lord God, we pray;
Where bread is broken, you are there.
Where tired bodies are nourished, you are there.
Where two or more are gathered, you are there.
Bless the hands that broke this bread.
Bless the bodies that partake in this feast.
And bless all who are gathered here today, in body and in spirit. Amen



Sending

Hymn This is My Song
Words & Music below
Benediction
Postlude “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”  arr. By Pamela M. Robertson

Today'’s liturgy was written by Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and the United Church of Christ.

We are grateful for our flowers

provided today by You Got Flowers.

YGF takes flowers discarded by retail stores

& repurposed them into bouquets of hope for

People in hospitals and hospice care.
www.YouGotFlowers.org

We are grateful for our Flower Children!

Our Flower Children Kay Hudgins & Kumiko Jones arrange the flowers we receive
from You Got Flowers, bringing us beauty in worship!

You Got Flowers

Fellowship after Worship
We are grateful for today’s hosts.

Pam Curtis and Tom Best

Please check the schedule posted in the Kitchen & outside the Office. Please
look for your spot. Let Lynda know at Office@PaysonPark.org if you need
to update your assigned Fellowship Hosting.

Payson Park Church - Congregational - United Church of Christ -
www.PaysonPark.org 365 Belmont Street Office@paysonpark.org

Leah Kosch, Music Director: AMusicDirector@paysonpark.org

Pei-Chun Lin, Community Music Dir: CommunityMusicDir@PaysonPark.org
Lynda Johnson, PPC Office Manager: Office@paysonpark.or

Pam, Melissa, Kay, Assistant Treasurers: AT@PaysonPark.org

Kumiko Jones, Preschool Director: PreschoolDirector@paysonpark.org

Jenny Lane, YCOM: YCOM@paysonpark.org
Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate: MinAssoc@paysonpark.org
Pastor Eric Wefald: PastorEric@paysonpark.or

If you or someone you know would like to use space(s) in the church for an event, please contact the Office
Manager via email at office@paysonpark.org or via phone at 617-484-1542.
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Upceoming Dates.. ..

Fri Oct 2
Sun Oct 4
Tue Oct 6
Thu Oct 8
Fri Oct 9
Sat Oct 10

Sun Oct 11

Mon Oct 12

Sat Oct 17

Tue Oct 27

Sun Nov 1

Sun Nov 22
Thu Nov 26

6pm “First Fridays” worship — featuring the Children’s Choir.

. with 6:30pm Dinner for Families, provided by the church.
Payson Park 101, during Coffee Fellowship
10am Deacons ~ 7pm Council
10am Weekly Thursday Zoom Bible Study
S5pm Weekly Children’s Choir practice
Every two weeks we make sandwiches for The Outdoor Church.

Please contact Pam Curtis if you can help. pambcurtis@gmail.com

9am TLC: Theology, Literature, & Coffee led by Rev. Bill Ragan, Min Associate
10:30am First Responder Appreciation Sunday; remarks given by the new Police Chief
Shane Smith, and new Interim Fire Chief Andrew Tobio
Indigenous Peoples Day
9:00am -Noon Belmont Serves — gather groceries for Food Pantry, remove invasive
weeds in our waterway, beautify our parks, and more!
I1am-2pm PPC Family Fall Festival: Bouncy Castle, Pumpkin Painting & more!
4pm Making home-cooked meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen in
Waltham on the 4™ Tuesday of the month, led by Emily Dallman & Debra Rokosz.
If you can be a faithful cooker please email Emily ejdallman@gmail.com. Thank you!
10:30am All Saints Sunday, with All Saints Tree of Life
3pm ordination of YCOM Jenny Lane at her home church in Beverly
7pm Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, hosted in 2026 by Beth El Temple Center
Thanksgiving Day

Sunday, September 20™ and Suhay,

Payson Park 101

2 This is a great opportunity to learn
=4 more about our church!

¥ What is the history and background of Payson Park
Church?

¥ How are we making a difference in the lives of our
community & with those in need?

¥ Why is the Payson Park Church community hopeful?

v¥¥ Ask Pastor Eric ANY question!!

Please join us at our designated table during Coffee
) Fellowship Hour, for our first two conversations on
October 4,

Lightseckersis
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through worship for -
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Celebrating a Continuing Legacy of Service
On Sunday, September 27", 2026

g for Bristol Lodge led by Cynthia Lasker.

{4

We honored 30+ years of Faithful Cookin

A AN %
e
— {”9“! 7.

Pictured above is Cynthia Lasker,
leader for 30 years of our ministry to
feed the hungry in Jesus’ name through
Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen in
Waltham, with some of the amazing
Faithful Cookers over the years. That’s
over 25,000 meals in 30 years that the
people of PPC have provided to
someone in need!

Pictured to the right is Carla Coltharp,
chair of Mission & Outreach, Cynthia
Lasker retiring from 30 years of feeding
the hungry, and Emily Dallman. Emily
& Debra Rokosz have stepped up to co-
ordinate our Bristol Lodge ministry. If
you can be a “faithful cooker” please
email Emily at ejdallman@gmail.com.
Thank you!




. Theology,
" Literature,

& Collee

TLC continues the discussion of Silence by Shusaku Endo on Sunday, October 1

1t

Endo is Japan's foremost novelist and Silence (1966, 294 pp.) is generally regarded to be his
masterpiece. In a perfect fusion of treatment and theme, this powerful novel tells the story of a
seventeenth-century Portuguese priest in Japan at the height of the fearful persecution of the small
Christian community.

SRaice M}lch more _than historicgl ﬁction; Endo’s masterpi§ce provides a meditation on
sesutnse  Taith, suffering, and the limits of human understanding. Silence asks profound
theological and moral questions, and has stood the test of time as one of the 20th
‘ century’s finest novels.

So, get your copy of Silence by Shusaku Endo and join us as we seek to deepen
our understanding of faith, history, and the human condition with the discussion
of this book on Sunday, September 13 at 9:00 AM.

Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell:
484-860-4108 with any questions about this adult education opportunity.

Hygiene Kit Drive

Hosted by the Belmont Religious Council
Benefiting Lewis Brown Peace Institute
and Transformational Prison Project

29" August 2026

100 Kits assembled! Thank you!

Dedication of our

Earthrise mural

Artist: Maya Rodriguez-Clark.
Sunday, August 30" 2026
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Our Children’s Choir singing “This Little Light of Mine” at First Friday, September 11, 2026.

(@)
F' r s* September thru June
6 PM COME-AS-YOU-ARE WORSHIP
6:30 PM DINNER FOR FAMILIES

' ays CHILDREN’S CHOIR SINGS!
II |$ FAMILY DINNER IS PROVIDED

COME AND )JOIN US!

CHURCH

Find out more at &
www.PaysonPark.org FA\N““ y
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365 BELMONT STREET, BELMONT
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

NEWV LY YTy
\ , 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEA%

CNROLLMENT

Admission: 15 Months to 5 Years Old *

* School Hours: 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM * New HVAC for Healthier Classrooms

e Child Care Vouchers Accepted * Spacious Gym Area
* Variety of Enrichment Programs * Experienced and Talented Teachers

Stage for Music and Performances e Community Events
CONTACT NOW '\

preschooldirector@paysonpark.org \

A‘/‘ oy ¢\";\§




Join the Cast The Onnch
How to Join

PERFORMANCES

December 19 and 20, 2026
Payson Park Church
365 Belmont Street
Belmont, MA

Directed by Lynda Johnson ™
Music Directed by Pei-Chun Lin



A‘ |
%0 Oi» E

Belmont Serves?

Monday, Octoher 12, 9am - 1pm
Meet at First Church Belmont UU at 404 Goncord Ave.

We will provide breakfast at 9am and lunch at noon
Team Projects:

Invasive Asiatic hittersweet removal
Pequossette Park clean up | Planting Bulhs
Town-wide food drive for Belmont Food Pantry

Visit helmontserves.org for more information and to directly support the pantry
Sponsored hy Belmont Religious Council
co-sponsored by Belmont Conservation Volunteers & Belmont Food Pantry

Food Pantry Drive Details

= Come help staple flyers to bags! It's a fun evening with lots of helping hands making light work.
Tuesday, September 29th at 7pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 15
Ledgewood Place, Belmont, MA 02478 in the gym.

= To help get all these bags out to the community to fill up, pick up a route on Tuesday, October 6th
at 7pm back at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 15 Ledgewood Place, Belmont, MA
02478 in the gym.

= On Belmont Serves Day, October 12th, teams will fan out across the town and pick up filled bags
then bring them to a central sorting location where food will be prepared to go into the Belmont
Food Pantry for distribution to those in need.
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First Responder

Appr eCiation Sunday‘ Chief Shane Smith  Belmont Police Dept

Chief Andrew Tobio Belmont Fire Dept

FALL i
FESTIV AL

Join us for an afternoon of
fun! From pumpkin painting
& a bouncy castle to cozy
story time and whimsical
treats; it’s sure to be full of
FUN!

Fall festival is
free but donations
are welcome &
encouraged!

Cash is preferred.

2PM Payson Park Church
365 Belmont St

Belmont, MA

www.paysonpark.org/



FREEDOM IS COMING

South African
edited by Anders Nyberg
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Oh Freedom, Oh Freedom

Oh Freedom, Freedom is coming
Oh yes I know

Oh yes 1 know

Oh Jesus, Oh Jesus

Oh Jesus, Jesus is coming
Oh yes I know

Oh yes I know



This Is My Song

Ps. 82:8 Lloyd Stone, 1934
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These stanzas, published during the period between the two Tune: FINLANDIA 10.10.10.10.10.10.
world wars, express a hope for lasting peace among all nations, Jean Sibelius, 1899
races, and cultures. Finlandia is derived from a “tone poem” of Arr. for The Hymnal, 1933
the same name by Finnish composer Jean Sibelius.

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-741193. All rights reserved



