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Baptism of Christ Sunday

Payson Park Church

We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.

Sunday, January 11, 2026 10:30am

Congregational - United Church of Christ
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478
www.paysonpark.org  617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond


http://www.paysonpark.org/

Gathering for Worship

We are a Community of
DOUBTERS, SEEKERS, & BELIEVERS
Pursuing HOPE in our world.

Prepare for Worship

Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.
Greeting you today: Emily Dallman & Hank Thidemann

Prelude “Eusebius” from Carnaval Op. 9, No. 5 by Robert Schumann (1810-1856)
Greeting
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.
We are growing with God.  For the Good of the World.
For the Good of the World. We are growing with God.
Hymn I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry led by our choir
Music and lyrics printed below
Call to Worship led by Sylvia Shangani
Leader: Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.
People: We come to be cleansed and made whole.
Leader: Come! Let us witness John’s confusion
and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God Incarnate.
People: We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God.
Leader: Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity
and the truth of our identity as baptized people.
People: We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of God.
Leader: Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters
and salvation life.
People: We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence
to live together as the family of God.
Prayer of Confession led by Emily Dallman
(Inspired by Mark 1:9-11, Matthew 3:13-17, Luke 3:21-23)
Leader: We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord.
We have entered the season in which Your Light has been given to the world,
your blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all we can think about
is our own problems, our own needs, our own desires.
People: Pour your baptismal waters over us again,
Leader: cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance.

People:

Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you.

Wash away our jealousy, greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that
stand in the way of our truly being the people you have called us to be.
Pour your baptismal waters over us again, Amen.



Assurance of Grace & Invitation to Light Seekers led by Jenny Lane

Youth & Community Outreach Minister
Holy One, we stand in reverence of Your light, blessing and everlasting love. Even in the
moments when we feel as though we may not deserve such grace, you are always there to
renew our spirits, to cleanse our self-centered human ways and to replenish our hearts with
renewed energy. Thank you, Almighty, for giving us the strength to continue shining Your light
and Your message to the world. We humbly receive the ways in which you strengthen our
resolve and replenish our hearts.

Light Seekers is our Sunday school time that’s just right for every age, from our littlest learners to our youth mentors! If you’d
like to come, please meet us at the back of the church, and we’ll head upstairs together for lots of learning and fun!

Remembering Our Baptism

Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin
and death, and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who receive this water
today remember the power of their baptism, and may be given new life. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

The Renewal

The congregation gathers in a line leading to our baptismal font.
Leah will play Baptismal music during these blessings, remembering our baptism.
Pastor Eric and YCOM Jenny will touch your forehead with water, saying;

“Rejoice and be glad. Remember your baptism.”

You are invited to respond:
“Nothing separates us from the love of God.”

Receiving God’s Word

Scripture Matthew 3:13-17 read by Lorraine Clifford
Message Repairing Relationships given by Pastor Eric
Prayers of the People

People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box.

Candles Prayer
People will be invited to come forward and light a candle, and speak a name, a prayer request,
or be in silence. We will also light a candle for each prayer offered online.

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader: God, our Creator Parent, Loving Father, Caring Mother, we pray to you, saying-
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



Peace May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Announcements

Call to Annual Meeting on January 25, 2026 Chip Gaysunas, Moderator

Responding to God’s Grace

Call to Generosity & Prayer
e www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
e Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
e Belmont-Watertown Welcome Circle — help resettle Ukrainian refugees locally
e Monika Foundation - help resettle Haitian refugees
e UCC Global H.O.P.E. - (Disaster Response to Wildfires, Earthquake relief, & more)

Choir Anthem “Let it Shine!” Arr. By Don Besig
Additional lyrics by Nancy Price
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sending

Hymn Guide Me O, My Great Redeemer led by our choir
words & music printed below

Benediction

Postlude “God of Grace, and God of Glory” arr. By Eugene Butler

Today’s Call to Worship was written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025.

Today’s Prayer of Confession was adapted from the posting on the Worship Connection page of the Ministry Matters website, 1-12-14.
Today’s Remembering Our Baptism was adapted from the Rev. Michael Anthony Howard who serves as Minister of Faith in Action for
Living Water Association, Ohio NorthEast.

You Got Flowers
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‘We are grateful for our flowers C«Qﬁﬁj

provided today by You Got Flowers. ‘I\U
www.YouGotFlowers.org E]d

Fellowship after Worship

o‘ We are grateful for today’s hosts.
' N Melissa and Michael Mitchell

We thank! Please check the schedule posted in the Kitchen & outside the
Office. Please look for your spot. Let Lynda know at
Office@PaysonPark.org if you need to update your assigned Fellowship
Hosting date. Thank you!



http://www.paysonpark.org/

Upcoming Dates....

Tue Jan 13 10am Deacons. 7pm Finance.
Sat Jan 17 Every two weeks we make sandwiches for The Outdoor Church.
Please contact Pam Curtis if you can help. pambcurtis@gmail.com
SunJan 18  9am TLC — Theology, Literature, & Coffee, led by Rev. Bill Ragan, Min Assoc
Budget Information meeting, after worship
Mon Jan 19  10am MLK Community Breakfast, BHS, keynote: Dr. Sophia Boyer
SunJan 25  Annual Meeting, after worship
Tue Jan 27  We prepare home-cooked meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge, Waltham.
Please contact Cynthia Lasker if you can help. laskercynthia@gmail.com
Sun Feb 1 preacher: YCOM Jenny Lane
Sun Feb 8 preacher: the Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate
Fri Feb 13 First Friday in February 2026 is actually Second Friday!!
6pm “First Fridays” worship — featuring the Children’s Choir.
.. .. with 6:30pm Dinner for Families, provided by the church.
Wed Feb 18  6:30pm Mardi Gras Pancakes; 7pm Ash Wednesday service, candle Labyrinth.

stewvarcship
m 2026

Serving Many Communities.
Loving God. Loving Neighbor: = !
Payson Park Church G
Thank you SO much for your Pledge for 2026!
THANK YOU!

Because of your strong support, we can be the church in a world that needs a caring community, a
place to belong, a people who make a difference.

N

If you haven’t already pledged for 2026, please consider Giving. Pledge online at our website,
PaysonPark.org, then click GIVE, then click PLEDGE. THANK YOU!

Payson Park Church - Congregational - United Church of Christ -
www.PaysonPark.org 365 Belmont Street Office@paysonpark.org

Leah Kosch, Music Director: AMusicDirector@paysonpark.org

Pei-Chun Lin, Community Music Dir: CommunityMusicDir@PaysonPark.or

Lynda Johnson, PPC Office Manager: Office@paysonpark.or

Pam, Melissa, Kay, Assistant Treasurers: AT@PaysonPark.org

Kumiko Jones, Preschool Director: PreschoolDirector(@paysonpark.or
Jenny Lane, YCOM: Y COM@paysonpark.org

Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate: MinAssoc@paysonpark.org
Pastor Eric Wefald: PastorEric@paysonpark.or
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Belmont’s 32nd
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr
Community Breakfast

“January 19, 2026 at 10 AM
Belmont High School

MEMORY AS A MAP

Following the Path That Formed Dr. King's Vision

’ KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Sophia Boyer

¢ Musical performances
e METCO Updates
e Child Care Available

Belmont

Against
Racism

[E=ppxtE] Reserve your
: : tickets today!

: # All Are Welcome.
EidtA For more details, visit:
belmontagainstracism.org/milk




Children’s Choir
Sunday
December 7, 2025
sing
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
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Christmas Eve 2025

Come-As-You-Are Christmas Pageant

Welcome

New Members

We Welcome our
Newest Member,
Dave Marchefka!

December 21, 2025

“O Holy Night” sung by soloist David Rivera Bozon




First Friday in February
will be February , 2026. .
. the SECOND Friday!

6 PM COME-AS-YOU-ARE WORSHIP
6:30 PM DINNER FOR FAMILIES

CHILDREN'S CHOIR SINGS!

i QJ\ FAMILY DINNER IS PROVIDED
ME AND JOIN US!

PAYSON PARK CHURCH

Find out more at
www.PaysonPark.org

Faithiuly

(erving

365 BELMONT STREET, BELMONT (qmmu'/“hi

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Christmas Ghosts play + December 13 & 14, 2025

Powerful story of transformation and love. Lots of fun community.
We raised $1,000 for common cathedral and their partnership with the unhoused and homeless!
Thank you Director Lynda Johnson! Thank you Music Director Pei-Chun Lin!




. Theology,
" Literature,

& Collee

Theology, Literature and Coffee (TLC) News

TLC begins the discussion of Clear by Carys Davies on Sunday, January 18 (note: this is a departure
from our usual second Sunday, which would be 1/11).

In this powerful, very short, well-researched historical fiction, Carys
Davies relates a tense, intimate drama set in the midst of The Clearances -
a series of forced evictions and land reorganization in the Scottish
Highlands, beginning in the mid-to-late 18th century and continuing into
the mid-19th century. An impoverished church minister, John Ferguson,
in need of work, is hired to evict the sole occupant (Ivar) of a remote
Scottish island to turn it into grazing land for sheep. Unaware of the
stranger's intentions, Ivar takes him into his home, and in spite of the two
men having no common language, a fragile bond begins to form between
them. Meanwhile on the mainland, John's wife Mary anxiously awaits
news of his mission.

C A'R YS D A ‘” ES - Against the rugged backdrop of this faraway spot beyond Shetland, Carys
Davies's intimate drama unfolds with tension and tenderness: a touching
and crystalline study of people buffeted by history and a powerful
exploration of theological and social conflict, and spiritual connection. Perfectly structured and
surprising at every turn, Clear is a marvel of storytelling, an exquisite short novel by a master of the
form. So, get your copy of Clear by Carys Davies and join us on Sunday, January 18 at 9:00 AM.

WoR 0F WEST. aND UIE MISSION HOUSE

Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell: 484-860-4108 with
any questions about this adult education opportunity.

We make 100+
sandwiches for
The Outdoor Church

November 16, 2025

And their partnership with the street
and unhoused and homeless people
of Cambridge.
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I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

John Ylvisaker, 1985; alt
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John Ylvisaker is the composer of a number of collections
of music in the “contemporary” or “folk” idiom, as well as
soundtracks for various media productions. This is perhaps
his best-known song.

Tune: BORNING CRY 9.7.9.6.D.

John Ylvisaker, 1985
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Messiah Sing Along
Sunday
December 21, 2025

Thank you to our amazing

soloists! And to our superb

Adult Music Director Leah
Kosch!

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-741193. All rights reserved



Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer

William Williams, 1745

Exod. 13:21; 16:4; 17:6; Ps. 105:39-44; Rev. 22:1-2

St. 1, transl. Peter Williams, 1771 alt.

St. 2-3, transl. William Williams, 1772;alt.
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hold me with your power-ful hand. Bread of heav - en,
lead me all my jour-ney through. Strong de-liv - erer,
land me safe on

heav-en’s

side.
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Songs of prais - es,
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bread of heav-en,
strong de-liv - erer,
songs of prais-es
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feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more.
ev -.er be my strengthand shield, ev - er be my strengthand shield.
I will ev-er sing to you, I willev - er sing to you.
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John Hughes, a railroad official by trade, composed this tune
for the 1907 anniversary of Capel Rhondda, Pontypridd, Wales.
Cwm Rhondda refers to the “low valley” area surrounding the
urban district of Rhondda in southern Wales.

Tune: CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7.

John Hughes, 1907

Alternate setting: ZION



