Sixth Sunday of Easter

Payson Park Church
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.

May 22, 2022, 10:30 am
Congregational - United Church of Christ
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478
617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond.

Please be aware of Council’s latest guidance, 4-5-22, on Covid-19 guidelines:
Masks are optional during worship if you are fully vaccinated, or have a recent negative test, and are symptom free.
There will be a mask-only section set aside, and all seating will be every other pew.
Singing by the congregation is encouraged. This policy is subject to change.
Thank you so much for engaging so fully with our congregation during the challenges of this pandemic.

Gathering for Worship
Payson Park Church
Building a Community that Transforms People

Prepare for Worship
Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.

Prelude

Prelude in Bb minor

Greeting

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
The Rev. Eric Wefald

Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.

.

We are growing with God.
For the Good of the World.

Hymn

For the Good of the World.
We are growing with God.

“Come, We Who Love God’s Name”

led by our Choir Women

music printed below

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 67)

read by Ann Alves

leader:

May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may God smile with kindness upon us.
Then everyone on earth will learn to follow our Just and Caring God,
and all nations will see God’s power to save.

people:

Let the people praise You, O God—
let all the people everywhere praise You!

leader:

May the whole world celebrate and sing for joy,
because You judge fairly and with integrity,
and guide all people, near and far.

people:

Let the people praise You, O God—
let all the people everywhere praise You!

leader:

Our God has richly blessed us,
providing abundantly for all our needs.

people:

Let the people praise You, O God—
let all the people everywhere praise You!

Confession

led by Jeff Cronin

leader:

We have not yet learned to love as you love
We have spoken praise in our mouths
When our hearts were far from you
The gifts you gave for our peace
We have weaponized
Yet, even in our failings
Your love has never failed us
Even when we turned you away
You still choose to make your home among us
Our hearts are troubled
We are enmeshed in fear

people:

Creation needs you
Our families need you
Our streets need you
Our cities need you
The soil needs you
Our souls need you

leader:

Heal us
Forgive us
Make us whole again

Assurance

led by Madeline Cronin

One:

Beloved of God, hear the good news.
God’s faithfulness is sure
God’s love will not fail us
In accordance with God’s lovingkindness
You are forgiven
You are welcome
You are home

Many:

Glory to love of God. Amen.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Scripture
Sermon

John 14:23-29

read by Fiona Rodriguez-Clark

“How do we get to the Reunions?”

given by Pastor Eric

Prayers of the People
People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box..

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Announcements

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE
Call to Generosity & Prayer
•
•
•

www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal

Doxology

as led by our choir
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SENDING
Hymn
Benediction
Postlude

“He leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought”

led by our Choir Women

music printed below

The Mysterious Barricades

F. Couperin (1668-1733)

Today’s Confession and Assurance were written by Michael Anthony Howard, who serves as Minister of Faith in Action for the Living
Water Association, Ohio NorthEast, of the Heartland Conference, United Church of Christ. Cover art by Tim Hayne.

Fellowship after Worship
Masks are optional during fellowship time if you are fully
vaccinated, or have a recent negative test, and are symptom
free. Please do not enter Gardner Hall if you are in any way
uncomfortable with the arrangements. Today our host is Emily
Dallman. Thank you, Emily!

Hosts Needed: Please consider hosting a coffee hour with a friend. Contact the church office for
more details. Or please go to -> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4fa9ad2ea4fdc25-host

Prayers & Phone Calls Requested:
Former Pastor, the Rev. Terry Willis, is in rehab and is not doing well. His son James would invite
any former parishioners from PPC to please call. James’ cell# is 207-446-7551. James says talking
with people helps him deal with the stress of his father’s situation. James thanks you for your love
and prayers.

Upcoming Dates
Sunday, May 21
Tuesday, May 24
Saturday, May 28
Sunday, May 29
Monday, May 30
Saturday, June 11
Sunday, June 12
Sunday, June 12
Saturday, June 25
Tuesday, June 28
Sunday June 26

9:00 am Belmont Town Day Volunteers needed for one-hour slots.
Our faithful team serves the hungry in Waltham through Bristol Lodge.
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
Moment for Mission: Steven Bingaman from Outdoor Church
Memorial Day
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
We honor High School graduate Maya!
Moment for Mission: Bob Mills from MHSA/ Bristol Lodge
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
Our faithful team cooks homemade meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge in Waltham

Moment for Mission: Rev. Carrington Moore from Common Cathedral

Upcoming Moments for Mission

Through our "Moments for Mission" in worship, the Missions and Outreach Committee aims to familiarize the
congregation with what our partner organizations do, and to help us make personal connections with staff from these
organizations. We are excited to have lined up three Moments for Mission in the next several weeks:

PanCAN Walks were a big success!

Thanks so much to all in the congregation who donated to "PurpleStride", the April 30 Walk
for the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (PanCAN).
Together, our bicoastal "Wendy's Wings" teams, comprising 26 people,
raised over $19,000! If you'd still like to donate, please go to
http://support.pancan.org/goto/gulley
Your support means so much to Ned and Wendy!

Open and Affirming Covenant
Payson Park Church adopted March 6, 2022
"God is love, and those who abide in love abide in
God, and God abides in them." (1 John 4:16)
Responding faithfully and joyfully to God's
unconditional love made known to us in Jesus Christ,
we at Payson Park Church, United Church of Christ,
actively commit ourselves to be an Open and Affirming
community.
God calls us to a ministry of reconciliation and love, especially with those who have known the
pain of discrimination. We therefore welcome and affirm people of every race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, faith background, ability, and economic circumstance
to join us in our faith journey. We celebrate God's creativity and the diversity of our gifts. Following
Jesus' example, who turned no one away, we pledge ourselves to the ongoing work for justice and
inclusion in our congregation and in the world.
Trusting in God's grace and seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit, we continue to deepen in
faith, worship, service, and love, growing with God for the good of the world. We invite into the full life,
ministry, and sacraments of the church all those whom God sends us.
“Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails."

(1 Corinthians 13:7-8)

Belmont Pride Parade on June 11

Let's show Belmont that we are now an
LGBTQ-affirming church! If you'd
like to walk in the Belmont Pride
Parade representing Payson Park
Church, please email Wendy Gulley
at wgulley@gmail.com. This casual
and festive parade takes place on
Saturday, June 11, starting at 1pm on
the Belmont Town Green, 404
Concord Avenue.

CWS – Mother’s Day Blanket Drive
Kate, Maya, Carla, Priscilla,
Hilandia, & Pam celebrate
our Mother's Day blanket
drive for Church World
Service. A big success!
Thanks to Carla Coltharp
for organizing, and to all
who donated. We raised
$510.00

Payson Park Church combined with our Preschool
parents to give medicines and over $700 to the
Romanian organization “We Are Their Voice”
currently aiding Ukrainian refugees. Here on 3-2422 Pastor Eric and Preschool Director Simona
give thanks for the generous donations for
refugees.

UCC Ukraine Emergency
Appeal
The United Church of Christ is appealing for support for refugees and for elderly and other vulnerable
people who are displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. As a member of the ACT Alliance, UCC
support is being targeted to people most in need through humanitarian relief partners with a history of
working in the region. Gifts made will provide shelter, food, and other care to war refugees and
internally displaced people. It also will help refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle Eastern
and other countries who had sought refugee in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, as well as other
citizens of more than 125 countries living in Ukraine.
Uniting in prayer, action, and giving, we stand as a people of faith in love and compassion with the
people of Ukraine and all who are affected, and with our global partners who are welcoming those driven
from their homes. Please go to “Give” on our website, or place/mail a check to the office.

Easter Celebration 2022

Easter 2022 at Payson Park Church began with
Henry on trumpet, our choir women leading
our hymns, Pastor Eric’s first ever Easter
Cooking Show sermon on the resurrection, a
stirring duet from Pauline & Julie, lovely
flowers both inside the sanctuary, and tulips
flowering outside in front of the church.

Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen, Waltham

Cynthia and Ian prepared
tossed salad and Texas Hash
for our congregation’s turn on
4-26-22 at Bristol Lodge Food
Kitchen in Waltham. Also
helping out were Susan, Kay,
Emily, Pam, Tom, and Holly.
We are grateful for our
faithful team, serving the
hungry in Christ’s name.

The Outdoor Church,
Cambridge
Maya and Kate assembling
sandwiches for The Outdoor
Church in Cambridge, with
eggs cooked by Patricia, on
4-17-22. We are grateful for
all our sandwich-makers,
serving the homeless and
hungry in Christ’s name.

Ukrainian Easter Eggs
On 4-10-22 Pastor Eric led an intrepid group, teaching
them how to make Ukrainian Easter Eggs! The results
look just as lovely as the eggs his Ukrainian
grandmother made, when she taught Eric pysanky.

