
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus said, òDo not worry.ó       
Matthew 6:24-34 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving  Sunday   
 

 

Payson  Park  Church  
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World. 

 

November 21, 2021, 10:30 am 
 

Congregational  -  United Church of  Christ  
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478 

617/484-1542 
 

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond.  



Gathering  for  Worship  
 

Payson Park Church 

Building a Community that Transforms People 
 

 
 
Prepare for Worship 
 

Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box. 
 

Prelude     òPrelude No. 5ó    D. Shostakovich ( 1906-1975) 

   

Greeting           Rev. Eric Wefald 
 

 Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.  
. 

  We are growing with God. For the Good of the World. 
  For the Good of the World. We are growing with God. 
 

Hymn     òFor the Fruit  of All Creationó        led by the PPC Virtual Choir 
music printed below 

 

The younger children are dismissed to Godõs Garden with Hilandia, Cindy Lou and Megan 
 

The babies and toddlers are dismissed to 2nd floor nursery with Kim and Michelle 
 

  

Call to Worship   based on Psalm 65               led by Susan Harper 
 

Leader:  What mighty praise belongs to You, O God! 
You are the God of our salvation, 
answering our prayers with mighty deeds, 
and forgiving our sins with endless love. 

 People: What mighty praise belongs to You, O God! 
 

Leader:  You are the hope of everyone on earth. 
Even those who live at the farthest ends of the earth 
stand in awe of your wonders. 

People: What mighty praise belongs to You, O God! 
 

Leader:  From where the sun rises to where it sets, 
You inspire shouts of joy. 

People: What mighty praise belongs to You, O God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Confession         led by Madeline Cronin 
 

Leader: Gracious Creator, 
you have given us so much, 
but too often we take those gifts for granted, 
or as something to which we are entitled. 
You call us to live in caring community, 
but too often we place our wants and needs first, 
with those of others a distant second. 
You call us to share Your gifts with the world around us, 
but we are worried that there may not be enough, 
and our worrying gets in the way of our sharing. 
 

People: For all the times when we mistreat and misuse Your gifts, 
for all the times we assume that we get what we have by ourselves, 
forgive us and lead us back to the path of wisdom. 

 

Assurance of Pardon        led by Jeff Cronin 
 

Leader: God is a gracious giver. 
God is gracious in forgiveness. 
God calls us to new patterns and new life. 
We are a forgiven people! 
Thanks be to God! 
Amen. 
 

 

R eceiving  Godðs Word  
 
Scripture    Matthew 6:24-34       read by Marilyn Brownlie 
           

Sermon    òPracticing Thanksgiving on Bad Daysó          given by Pastor Eric 
     

Prayers of the People         
 

 People will be invited one at a time to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.  
 Raise your òhandó if you have a prayer.  òHand Raisingó is on lower left of your screen.   
 Or you may type a prayer into our òCható room, from where a Host will read it aloud. 
 

The Lordõs Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will  be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

Peace   May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.  
 

Announcements  
 
  



R ESPONDING  TO  G OD ðS G RACE  
 
Call to Generosity &  Prayer 

Our Thanksgiving Sunday plate offering this year will go to the food ministries  
of Pilgrim Congregational Church in Dorchester. 

 
 

  ʾwww.PaysonPark.org  to support the ministry of Payson Park Church 
 

 ʾDeaconõs Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need 

 ʾ International Institute of New England, helping refugees start new lives in MA. 
 

Doxology        as led by our choirõs section leaders 
 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below. 

  Praise God above, ye heavenly host;   
Creator, Christ and Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

 
SENDING  

 

Hymn   òCome, O Thankful People, Comeó  

music printed below    led by our PPC Virtual Choir                                
                                                   

Benediction        

 

Postlude  òFugue In  E majoró     J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
  
Todayõs Confession & Assurance of Pardon were written by Rev Gord Waldie, United Church of Canada.  
Todayõs cover photo of Switzerland mountain valley, by E. Wefald.  

 
 

Outdoor  Reception  after  Worship  
 

Please join us outside after our 10:30 am worship. 
Under the canopy we will have cider and snacks. 

Thank you to todayõs host, Melissa Mitchell. 

 
 
 

11:45am Film Discussion Today 

íFor  the Bible  Tells  Me  Soî 
 

Please join us online or in-person in the sanctuary.  
Led by our ONA ð Open And Affirming ð Core Team. Thank you! 

 

 

http://www.paysonpark.org/


Thanksgiving  Special  Offering  on November  21  
 
Our Thanksgiving Sunday plate offering this year will go to the food 
ministries of Pilgrim Congregational Church in Dorchester. This church 
faithfully serves the poor and hungry each week with free Saturday lunches 
on Boston Common and their food pantry. Thank you for sharing your 
blessings with others this Thanksgiving. 
 

 

 
Food  Pantry  Collection  on November  21  

 

At worship on Sunday, November 21, the Missions and Outreach Committee encourages everyone to 
bring in nonperishable food items for the hungry, for our traditional Thanksgiving òingatheringó. These 
items will be donated to the Watertown and Belmont Food Pantries, where the need is great. Canned 
goods, pasta, cereal, and peanut butter are good options to bring. In January, we will resume food pantry 
collections on the first Sunday of each month. Thank you!  

 
 
Upcoming  Dates   
 
Sunday, Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Sunday food collection for the local food pantries 

Sunday, Nov 21 11:45 am Open and Affirming Film Discussion Zoom and In-person 

Sunday, Nov 21 7:00 pm Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  

Tuesday, Nov 23 Our faithful team serves the hungry at Bristol Lodge.  

Tuesday, Nov 23 7:00 pm Council 

Thursday, Nov 25 Happy Thanksgiving! ð no regular 10am Bible study 

Saturday, Nov 27 We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge 

Sunday, Nov. 28 First Sunday of Advent 

Thursday, Dec 2 10am Resume regular Thursday morning Bible Study 

Sunday, Dec. 5  City Mission Christmas Shop & Coat Boston deadline 

Saturday, Dec 11 We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge  

Sunday, Dec. 12 Music and Mission Christmas Party 

Sunday, Dec 12 TLC ð Theology, Literature, & Coffee with Rev. Ragan 

Sunday, Dec 19 Lessons & Carols ð special music, sharing of favorite Carols 

 

 

 

New  Church  Offic e Ho urs   
 

Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

(Thanksgiving week: Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm) 
 
 



Open and Affirming Film Discussion:  
Sunday, Nov. 21 @11:45 am on Zoom and in -person  
 
Please join us after worship on Sunday, November 21, for a discussion of the 

powerful documentary "For the Bible Tells Me So". We will hold a hybrid 

discussion, so you can participate in-person in the sanctuary or on Zoom. 

The film follows five Christian families with a gay child and focuses on how 

some Christians' interpretation of the Bible is used as a way to deny gay 

people equal rights and acceptance. Religious leaders and theologians are also 

interviewed, discussing scripture and biblical scholarship. The film is 1 hour 

and 35 minutes long, and can be found on YouTube at this link: 

https://youtu.be/LJUyf7j8k5E 
 

Please send any questions, comments, or concerns about the ONA process at PPC to Wendy Gulley 

(wgulley@gmail.com), Tom Best (tomisabel.best@verizon.net) or Alice Troop (alicevtroop@gmail.com). 

 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/LJUyf7j8k5E
mailto:wgulley@gmail.com
mailto:tomisabel.best@verizon.net
mailto:alicevtroop@gmail.com


Spread  Warmth  and  Joy  This  Holiday  Season  
 
Payson Park Church is once again collecting new coats for children and gifts for all ages to support City 
Missionõs Coat Boston and Christmas Shop missions. Please bring in coats and Christmas gifts by 
Sunday, December 5th. All items need to be new.  
 
 

Coat  Boston   
Coat Boston helps ensure Boston's neediest children have warm, 
new winter coats for the cityõs cold weather. You can support 
this effort by donating new winter coats in the following ways: 
 

*  Buy a coat and bring it to the church narthex at PPC, Sunday  
    morning or Tuesday through Thursdays, 9 am to 3 pm.   
*  Order a coat online and ship it directly to: 

City Mission 
c/o Peniey McClary 
185 Columbia Rd., Suite 317 
Boston, MA 02121   

(see the City Mission Wish Lists at https://amzn.to/3jFdjWk and https://mcys.co/3ClWXJr ) 
 

All coats must be brand new and suitable for very cold weather (i.e., not fleece jackets). Coats from 
toddler to adult sizes are accepted, with sizes for older youth especially needed. Please let Wendy Gulley 
(wgulley@gmail.com) know if you order a coat online, so we can keep a count. Thank you! 
 
 

Christmas  Shop   
Christmas Shop provides holiday gifts and clothing to people in need in Boston. Last year City 
Mission distributed over 5,200 gifts with help from Payson Park Church and other churches and 
organizations.  

 

This year, in addition to clothing and toys, we are collecting household items for those transitioning to 
permanent housing and for Afghan and Haitian refugees. All items must be new and unwrapped. 
 

Please bring any of these to the narthex by Dec. 5th: 
All sizes of clothing from children to adults 
Hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves 
Underwear for all ages/sizes 
Children, infant and toddler toys and books 
Dolls of diverse ethnicities 
Teen games, books, and activities  
    (see www.amightygirl.com/holiday-guide) 
Sports equipment, art supplies, backpacks, purses, wallets 
Bedding, towels, blankets 
Pots and pans, blenders, mixing bowls 
 
Missions and Outreach thanks you for your participation!  
 

 

 

https://amzn.to/3jFdjWk
https://mcys.co/3ClWXJr


Bristol  Lodge  Food  Kitchen   
Volunteers are needed to heat premade lasagna for the Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen.  Please contact 
Cynthia Lasker at colasker@comcast.net or call at 781-890-2078 if you can heat the lasagna for 
November and/or December. More people are needed to continue this traditional PPC mission. 
 

 
 
 

 
The  Outdoor  Church,  Cambridge  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a rainy day in October, PPC delivered meatloaf 
and potatoes for the hungry at Bristol Lodge. Thank 
you, Holly, Jeff and Susan. Helping was Cynthia, 
Emily, Madeline, Pam and Tom. 
 
Thank you for feeding the hungry in Christ's name. 
 
The next two months we deliver premade lasagna  

over the holidays.  
 

.  
 
 

Carla, Pam, and Tom assembled 25 treat bags to distribute at 
Outdoor Church on October 31. Every two weeks our church 
makes dozens of sandwiches for the hungry & homeless of The 
Outdoor Church in Cambridge.  
 
 

 
 

mailto:colasker@comcast.net


Thank  you for  helping  Refugees  
Star t  New  Lives  in  Massachusetts  
 

On November 9, Hank and Wendy delivered a full van load 
of household goods to a grateful crew at the Boston office 
of the International Institute of New England (IINE). The 
Missions and Outreach Committee is overwhelmed with the 
generosity of so many in the congregation. Thanks so much 
to all those who brought in kitchen items, paper goods, 
bedding, lamps, and more. These will be distributed to 
refugees who are re-settling in the area. Thanks also for the 

numerous 
cash 
donations, 
which now 
total more than $1100! M&O is also donating $1000 to 
IINE.  Payson Park is making a difference! 
 

 
Together we are helping ensure that Afghans and 

other refugees arriving in Massachusetts  
are resettled safely and with dignity. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID Guidelines Update for Church  
from Council 9-2-21 and updated 9-7-21 

 
We are excited to welcome everyone back to in-person worship, in 
addition to our Zoom worship. Please note the church requires 
universal masking. To enter the building,  mask up.  
 

¶ We are now doing hybrid worship; both Zoom and In-person. we request that all in the sanctuary 
wear masks, sit socially distant. Worship leaders in the front, 25 feet distant from others, may 
remove their masks when they lead worship. Children under 2 are not required to mask.  

¶ Singing is not allowed from the pews. Spoken responses in worship are fine.  

¶ We are now welcoming people to outdoor fellowship and coffee hour after worship, under the 
tarp outside the church doors. 

¶ If  you are feeling sick, please stay home. Itõs the faithful thing to do. Please Zoom!  

¶ Also, it is totally fine if you are not ready to join us in-person, for any reason. Please Zoom!  
 

Our Deacons and Council are evaluating pandemic conditions, and best practices of other congregations, and will give 

updated guidelines to the congregation as the situation changes.  



Godðs Garden  theme  is  Kindness  
 

Matthew  6:24 -34  Activity  Page  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


