15th Sunday after Pentecost

Payson Park Church
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.

September 18, 2022, 10:30 am
Congregational - United Church of Christ
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478

617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond

We are getting Back to Normal

Public Schools are open in-person, with no social distancing and no facemasks required. Sports stadiums are full.
Restaurants are thriving again. The latest Broadway musicals are packed, with no Covid or masking requirements.
Here at Payson Park Church, masks are optional during worship if you are fully vaccinated or have a recent negative
test, and are symptom free. We ask that if you have any Covid symptoms, or if your health is compromised, please
stay home and join us by Zoom. By current CDC guidelines, please isolate for the first 5 days after symptoms
appear, then as you improve, wear a mask in public for the next 5 days.
In addition to ventilation, we have also added a medical grade 13 HEPA Air Purifier (used in hospitals), with
instantaneous feedback on air quality.

Gathering for Worship
Payson Park Church
Building a Community that Transforms People

Prepare for Worship
Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.

Prelude

Allemande for French Suite 4

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Greeting
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.

.

We are growing with God.
For the Good of the World.

Hymn

For the Good of the World.
We are growing with God.

“Wade in the Water”

led by our choir

music printed below

Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

led by Diana Peden
We will give thanks to you, O Lord, with our whole hearts,
for your glory is above the heavens;
From the rising of the sun to it setting,
we will praise the name of the Lord!
You raise the poor from the dust and lift the needy from the ash heap,
transforming them with glory and honor;
From the rising of the sun to it setting,
we will praise the name of the Lord!
You bring fruitfulness from barrenness
and give homes to the solitary;
From the rising of the sun to it setting,
we will praise the name of the Lord!
Who is like our God, the One
who looks down from the heights on the heavens on the earth?
From the rising of the sun to it setting,
we will praise the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Confession

led by Carla Coltharp

Leader:
People:

Dear God, we must confess how we have not lived as your people.
We serve many masters—work, wealth, power, addictions—
yet find no hope in them.

Leader:
People:

We hear the cries of the poor,
and shut the doors of our hearts to them.

Leader:

Forgive us, Compassion's Heart,
and heal us of our brokenness.
Make us well, so that by our healing,
we might be the hope and love others need in their lives, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

(inspired by Ephesians 4:32)

led by Rachel Steely

Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives,
let us be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other,
forgiving as God has forgiven us.
We are God's beloved children,
and will model God's grace and love in our hearts.
Thanks be to God! We are forgiven! Amen.

Youth & Children invited to go with YCOM Josh

Learning in Faith

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Scripture

Luke 16:1-13

Sermon

The Shrewd Manager

read by Linda Knight
given by Pastor Eric

Prayers of the People
People will be invited to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
If in-person, please raise your hand. If on Zoom, please raise your hand or type in the Chat box.

Candles Prayer
People will be invited to come forward and light a candle, and speak a name, a prayer request,
or be in silence. We will also light a candle for each prayer offered online.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you.

Announcements

And also with you.

M4M Moment for Mission

City Mission
Rev. Ruth Edens, Interim Executive Director

Katie Christy, Deputy Director of Homelessness Prevention Programs

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE
Call to Generosity & Prayer
•
•
•

led by the Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate
www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal

Choir Anthem

Fount

Traditional Hymn Tune, arr. by M. Dalglish (1952-)

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SENDING
Hymn

“ How Great Thou Art”
music printed below

led by our choir

Benediction
Postlude

Prelude Number 5

A. Scriabin (1871-1915)

Fellowship after Worship
We thank today’s host, Patricia Wefald!
At each table is some Origami paper and pens.
A) write 3 things on your Origami paper. (Favorite movie, what
sport or musical instrument you have practiced, where God has
given you Joy).
B) Share your 3 items with your table-mates.
C) Use the instructions to make your Origami crane
or individual creation!

Good News – Fellowship Time is so popular, that Hosts are Needed: Please
consider hosting a coffee hour with a friend. Contact the church office for more details. Or please go to > https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4fa9ad2ea4fdc25-host
Adapted from Rev. Marissa Burt, rector of Advent Anglican Church, Seattle, WA, and founder of nonprofit Northwest Anglican. Today’s Confession & Assurance
of Pardon were adapted from the Rev. Thom M. Shuman.

Upcoming Dates
Saturday, Sept 17
Sunday, Sept 18
Sunday, Sept 18
Thursday, Sept 20
Thursday, Sept 22
Sunday, Sept 25
Tuesday, Sept 27
Tuesday, Sept 27
Saturday, Oct 1
Sunday, Oct 2
Tuesday, Oct 4
Tuesday, Oct 10

We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
M4M with Katie Christy & Rev. Ruth Edens of City Mission
After worship in Fellowship Hall, we make 100 sandwiches for the hungry.
10:00am Bible Study (every Thursday)
7:00pm Belmont Religious Council
M4M with Katie Amoro, Sr Dir of Development at Cradles to Crayons
We prepare home-cooked meals for the hungry of Bristol Lodge, Waltham.
7pm Stapling Party for Town Youth, LDS Church, for Food Pantry drive
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
First Responder Appreciation Sunday
7pm Council
Belmont Serves – Volunteer to help Collect Food for Pantry & Clean Town

YCOM began September 11th
Our next YCOM – Youth &
Community Outreach Minister, Joshua LundeWhitler has a PhD in Christian Education.
Joshua’s calling has been centered
around helping today’s churches thrive as
intergenerational communities of love and faith
that spread justice and compassion in the world.
Over fifteen years he has pursued this call in a
variety of settings: as a youth pastor in southern
California, as the founder and chaplain of a
community for the homeless, teaching children
and adults as an associate pastor in Texas, as a
youth retreat leader, as a commissioned pastor
for a small church here in central Massachusetts,
etc.
Beginning this September, Josh will be
leading faith formation for our youth, including
children of all ages; and connect our youth in
strong outreach to our neighbors in need.

Josh & Amy with their son.

September
Food Pantry
Collection
With food prices up significantly, Belmont and
Watertown Food Pantries are swamped with
clients and in great need of donations. So
Missions and Outreach is collecting for both
food pantries the rest of September. Please bring
in non-perishable food or household items, such
as toothpaste and toilet paper, and leave them in
the narthex outside of the sanctuary. If the
church is not open when you'd like to drop off,
please leave items in the foyer of the parsonage,
at 285 Payson Road.
See https://belmontfoodpantry.org/donate/ for a list of suggested items.
Thank you for helping our neighbors in need!

With glow sticks, popsicles, bubble makers, new Choir School
flyers with FREE ice cream, Nova, and our new YCOM Josh, we
celebrated a fun evening out at the Payson Park Music Festival on
8-24-22, with the Beantown Buckaroos.

M4M Moment for Mission Sept.18City Mission

We are pleased to welcome two representatives from City
Mission to our worship on September 18: Katie Christy and
Rev. Ruth Edens. started at City Mission in their Seminarians
in the City Program. Later she served as a Case Manager for
our A Lift Up program before being promoted to her current
position as Deputy Director of Homelessness Prevention
Programs.

Rev. Ruth joined City Mission in 2016 as the Director
of Development and Stewardship and became the
Interim Executive Director in April 2022. Prior to
working at City Mission, Ruth served as the Director
of Advancement at Andover Newton Theological
School. She received her undergraduate degree from
Peace College and a Master of Divinity from Andover
Newton Theological School.

M4M Moment for
Mission Sept.25Cradles to Crayons
On September 25, Katie
Amoro will be joining us
from Cradles to Crayons.
Katie has dedicated her
career to helping lowincome and homeless families in Massachusetts, having worked at Rosie’s
Place for 17 years and at Cradles to Crayons since 2018. She is the Senior
Director of Development at C2C and helps with fundraising, volunteer
management, and securing new and gently used children's items. This work
helps thousands of low-income and homeless children throughout Massachusetts receive the essential
items they need to thrive at home, school, and play.

Fellowship Event Team
Already Kathy Johansen, YCOM Josh Lunde-Whitler, Kate
Rodriguez-Clark, have signed up. You can too!
Help us plan some amazingly fun fellowship events
for our congregation.
►Talent Show, with Favorite Foods
► Art Show, combined with common cathedral,
with Fav Foods
► Game Night, with Fav Foods
► Dance Night with Fred Astaire professional teachers,
with Fav Foods
► Progressive Dinner, from house to house,
with lots of Favorite Foods.
(Yes, all of our ideas involve potlucks, pizza,
or food of some kind!)
Email the office (office@PaysonPark.org) or Pastor Eric
(PastorEric@PaysonPark.org) today.

Theology, Literature and Coffee (TLC) News
TLC continues the discussion of “Girl in Translation” by
Jean Kwok on Sunday, October 9th.
In this 2010 moving tale of hardship and triumph, heartbreak
and love, and all that gets lost in translation, author Jean
Kwok (namesake of our own TLC member Florence Kwok)
draws upon her personal experience. In her debut novel, the
award-winning New York Times and international bestselling
Chinese American author writes about an exceptionally bright
young girl who leads a double life in an exclusive private
school and a Chinatown sweatshop.
So, get your copy of “Girl in Translation” by Jean Kwok and
join us on Sunday, October 9th, at 9:00 AM, as we better
come to know one another and our God by discussing this
novel about hardship and triumph, heartbreak and love, and
all that gets lost in translation.
Come and experience our “Stillspeaking God” at Theology,
Literature and Coffee!
Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at
minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell: 484-860-4108 with
any questions about this adult education opportunity.

We made 100 sandwiches on Sunday June 5th for
The Outdoor Church! . . . . We do it again Sept 18th!

Our super team made 100 sandwiches for The Outdoor Church on 6-5-22, ably led by Carla and
Pam and others. Thank you for serving our hungry neighbors in Christ's name.

Open and Affirming Covenant

Payson Park Church adopted March 6, 2022

"God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them." (1 John 4:16)
Responding faithfully and joyfully to God's unconditional
love made known to us in Jesus Christ, we at Payson Park
Church, United Church of Christ, actively commit ourselves to
be an Open and Affirming community.
God calls us to a ministry of reconciliation and love,
especially with those who have known the pain of
discrimination. We therefore welcome and affirm people of
every race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, age, faith background, ability, and economic
circumstance to join us in our faith journey. We celebrate God's
creativity and the diversity of our gifts. Following Jesus' example, who turned no one away, we pledge
ourselves to the ongoing work for justice and inclusion in our congregation and in the world.
Trusting in God's grace and seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit, we continue to deepen in faith,
worship, service, and love, growing with God for the good of the world. We invite into the full life,
ministry, and sacraments of the church all those whom God sends us.
“Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails."

(1 Corinthians 13:7-8)

Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen, Waltham

Susan and Holly led our
faithful team on 6-28-22, here
pictured with Maria, in
cooking and delivering homecooked meals to Bristol Lodge
Food Kitchen in Waltham.
Cooks: Kay, Pam, Susan, &
Holly, with water delivered by
Cynthia. We are grateful for
our entire faithful team,
serving the hungry in Christ's
name.

Cooks Needed!
Please contact our faithful and fearless
leader, Cynthia Lasker right now.
colasker@comcast.net
781-296-6328 cell/text

Thank you!

Fiona and Kate assembling
sandwiches for The Outdoor
Church in Cambridge, 9-3-22. We
are grateful for all our sandwichmakers, serving the homeless and
hungry in Christ’s name.

Native Plant Garden
action!
Jean Devine, leader of Devine
Native Plantings, “Nature-based
solutions for Pollinators, People, and
our Planet,” is helping our church
create a native plant garden. Part of our
church grounds are now dedicated with
native plants to aid native bees and
birds. On 7-5-22 Jean enlisted the help
of high school and college students to
nurture and weed our native garden.
We need more weeding help.
Please email the church office to join
the fun.

Diana Peden & Jamie Jackson were
married on 7-9-22 at Misselwood Estate
in Beverly. May God bless their marriage
with daily gratitude and love, practicing
the amazing love you have for us.
We blessed a prayer
shawl for Emily on
6-5-22, asking for
God's grace and
power to heal her
and give her strength
on her journey with
cancer.

Sadie Ray, daughter of Katherine and
David, sister of Avery, was baptized
on 6-12-22. Welcome Sadie, to God’s
wider family of love and justice and
compassion for the whole world!

We Honor our 1st Responders in worship on Sunday, October 2, 2022. Above is our 2021 group photo.

