Journey to the Edge of Space
Three Week Sermon Series on Bread:
Barley, Matzah, Ash Cakes
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We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.
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365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478
617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond.

Gathering for Worship
Payson Park Church
Building a Community that Transforms People

Please bring Bread and Cup for Holy Communion
Prepare for Worship
As you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.
Our co-host will help you.

Prelude
Greeting

The Rev. Eric Wefald
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.

.

We are growing with God.
For the Good of the World.

Hymn

For the Good of the World.
We are growing with God.

“What a Covenant”
music printed below

led by the PPC Virtual Choir

Call to Worship

led by Carla Coltharp

One:

You call your people to prayer and praise in many ways.
This day, bring us together just as you called the people of Israel
to gather manna in the desert to eat and sustain life.
Many: God of unity, give us this day our daily bread.
Offer us the nutrients we need to remain connected to you.
One:

As spiritual beings, we desire to receive food that endures—
faith, hope, and love.
Many: God of grace, give us this day our daily bread.
All life is created and nourished by you!
One:

May we grow into new circles of understanding and being,
reflecting the ways in which we have been touched by your holy manna.
Many: Holy Spirit, come! Give us this day our daily bread.

Confession

led by Priscilla Elliott

God, we confess that we often spoon-feed ourselves items and ideas
that do not provide us the energy we need to do your work.
This creates space between you and us,
between ourselves and each other, as members of Christ’s one body.
Oftentimes, we are willing to risk our sustained health and well-being
for immediate satisfaction.

Assurance of Pardon

led by Priscilla Elliot

Through Jesus, we have been given an example of one who was truly nourished and sustained by
God. In Christ, we are forgiven, made whole, and restored to the one body.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Scripture

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

Sermon

read by Kate Rodriguez-Clark

“Journey to the Edge of Space”

given by Pastor Eric

Prayers of the People
People will be invited one at a time to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
Raise your “hand” if you have a prayer. “Hand Raising” is on lower left of your screen.
Or you may type a prayer into our “Chat” room, from where a Host will read it aloud.

Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Announcements

RESPONDING TO GOD’S G RACE
Call to Generosity and Prayer
● www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
● Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need

Doxology

as led by our choir’s section leaders
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to join with Jesus in Communion

led by Pastor Eric

Let us pray. . . .
God of the Banquet Table, we graciously thank You for the invitation, and we humbly
remember that we all have a place at Your table. Help us to make room for those we have
forgotten. Jesus has overcome the powers of evil and frees us up to join together in building
your Beloved Community, right here and right now. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and
might! Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna in the Highest! Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Remembering Jesus in the Sharing of the Bread and the Cup
Today we will invite you to prepare your own Bread and Cup at home.
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
The blood of Christ, the cup of compassion for a broken world.

Unison Prayer after Communion
O God of Abundance, you feed us every day. Rise in us now, make us into your bread,
that we may share your gifts with a hungry world, and join in love with all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING
Hymn

“One Bread, One Body”
music printed

led by the PPC Virtual Choir

Benediction
Postlude
Today Call, Confession, and Assurance were written by the Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, Iliff School of
Theology, Denver, CO.

Upcoming Dates
Sunday, August 1
Saturday, August 7
Sunday, August 8
Sunday, August 8
Wednesday, Aug. 11
Sunday, August 15
Sunday, August 15
Saturday, August 21
Sunday, August 29
Sunday, September 12

Outdoor Fellowship on church lawn
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
Baptism of Lucia
Outdoor Fellowship on church lawn
Payson Park Music Festival sponsored by PPC at outdoor park
PPC worships at Plymouth UCC
Sustainability Team meeting
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
PPC worships at Plymouth UCC
Theology, Literature and Coffee

Baptism of Lucia on August 8th, 6-month-old daughter of Cory Young and Amanda DeStefano.
Cory grew up in Iowa, and Amanda grew up in Tewksbury and Belmont.
Amanda is a therapist, specializing in eating disorders.
Cory is an Army veteran and is now going to school at Simmons to become a therapist.

We are honored to welcome Lucia through baptism, adopted into God's extended family of faith.

Payson Park Music Festival
The Payson Park Music Festival announces its 31st season of summer
entertainment offering musical venues for residents of Belmont and
surrounding communities every Wednesday evening. Even during this
time of Covid, the festival hopes to bring joy through music to the
community. Payson Park Church is hosting The Fab Four Band on
Wednesday, August 11 at 6:15 pm. The band is a California-based tribute
band paying homage to the Beatles. Church members are encouraged to
wear their purple PPC t-shirt and advertise our church community.

Butterfly, Bee and Hummingbird Garden
The Property Committee is in the process of creating a Native Plant
Garden on the church property, corner of Belmont Street, where the old
Beech tree grew. The committee is offering you an opportunity to
purchase a plant at $15.00 each. Please mail your check to the church office,
attention Assistant Treasurer Cindy Lou Benson, memo Native Plant
Garden. Thank you.

Open and Affirming
On July 18, we had an engaging and thoughtful discussion of
the film “Call Me Malcolm” after worship. Thanks so much
to all who participated! If you haven't had a chance to see the
film yet, we encourage you to do so. It's available on
YouTube and you can use the link bit.ly/cmmfilm. The
ONA team will be planning more events for the fall.
Open and Affirming (ONA) core team are ten people strong!
Please continue to look for our “Members Share” monthly
emails towards the end of each month. And please send any
questions, comments, or concerns about the ONA process at
PPC to Wendy Gulley (wgulley@gmail.com) or Tom Best
(tomisabel.best@verizon.net).
All are welcome!

Cradles to Crayons
From June 24 to July 2nd, Gardner Hall was once again transformed
into a big sorting room for Cradles to Crayons. Working in different
shifts over the week, we sorted hundreds of girl's sweaters and
sweatshirts into 13 different size categories. Many thanks to our
volunteers, some of whom worked on very hot days: Melissa and
Michael, Emma and Jing, newlyweds Carla and Matt, Fiona, Priscilla,
Wendy, and Ann and Michael. Ann and Michael Alves were our project
leaders, delivering the 14 bags of clothing donations from the
preschool and picking up the bags to sort at Cradles to Crayons in
Newton, setting up the tables for sorting, and delivering the sorted bags
when we were done. Thank you all for another successful Cradles to Crayons mission project!

Newlyweds Matt & Carla sorting sweaters for Cradles to Crayons, 6-26-21.

Youth Sunday Worship Service, June 13

We celebrated our high school graduates
on Sunday, June 13th. Congratulations
Sam, Jack, Julia, Jack, and Audrey! We
are so proud of each one of you,
empowered with God's love. May God
be with you in your amazing journeys at
college and beyond.

Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen

We give thanks to God for our
faithful team serving a home
cooked meal every month to the
hungry & homeless at Bristol
Lodge in Waltham. Pictured here
are Ann, Pam, Tom, & Susan on
6-22-21.

Sustainability Team Update

The Sustainability Team welcomes all interested
members of the congregation with ideas for growing membership, raising revenues, and cutting costs in
ways that meet our mission. We want to build a firm and accountable financial basis, so that we may
thrive into the future. Kate Rodriguez-Clark is leading this limited-term team.
We have come a long way since last February, from understanding our challenges, to
developing a vision for where we’d like to go, to hearing from others with experience
building sustainable churches, to brainstorming ideas. Over the summer, sub-teams
continue to examine ideas so that we can bring promising ones to relevant church
committees. If you have ideas and energy related to church sustainability, there is a
place for you on our team! Our meetings are just one hour and are limited to once a
month over the summer. Our next summer meeting is Sunday, August 15, from
10:45 am to 11:45 am starting immediately after worship & fellowship hour

We will celebrate the mission of Payson Park Church:
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World!

Special Meetings of the Congregation, April 11 & 18, 2021
At the April 11th meeting, lawyer Tony DaSilva and CPA Sandy Ross answered questions from the
congregation about the status of rent-free housing given to non-clergy people working for the church.
Both Tony and Sandy helped the congregation understand that all housing given over the years to nonclergy employees of the church is considered a non-excludable fringe benefit and needs to be reported
to the IRS. The value of the housing compensation is determined by the IRS definition of fair market
rates.
At the April 18th meeting, the congregation voted upon a motion to comply with IRS regulations and
pay church back taxes and penalties related to this unreported housing compensation, plus cover the
personal individual back taxes and penalties for CED/Office Admin Cindy Lou and Groundskeeper
Tim, related to their unreported housing compensation, including tax preparation services, for up to
$300,000. The vote was 44 in favor, 0 opposed, and 3 abstaining. Moderator Ned Gulley declared that
the motion carried by majority vote.

The Outdoor Church
Cambridge

We continue to serve the hungry and homeless of The Outdoor Church
by making dozens of homemade sandwiches every two weeks.
Thank you, Tom, Pam, and Patricia, on 5-29-21!

Cradles to Crayons, The Giving Factory
Hi Wendy,
Thank you and everyone at Payson Park Church for supporting Cradles to
Crayons with a gift of $3,000. Your steadfast and generous support truly means
so much. Together we are making a tremendous difference in the lives of
vulnerable families throughout Massachusetts. We couldn't do it without friends
like you.
After receiving hygiene items, diapers, diaper wipes, and clothing from Cradles
to Crayons, single mom of four, Samantha, sent us a thank you email which
included the photo below of her youngest daughter, Izzy.
We are so grateful for your dedication to our organization’s ongoing work to
provide children like Izzy with the essentials they need for a brighter future and
to thrive—at home, at school and at play.
Thanks again for all you do for Cradles to Crayons!
All my best, Katie

Katie Amoro, Senior Director of Development

God’s Garden, Growing in Faith
Coloring Page
Manna from heaven

sermon4kids.com

