Fifth Sunday of Easter

Payson Park Church
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.

May 2, 2021, 10:30 am
Congregational - United Church of Christ
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478
617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond.

Gathering for Worship
Payson Park Church
Building a Community that Transforms People
Please bring Bread and Cup for Communion.

Prepare for Worship
As you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.
Our co-host will help you.

Prelude

“We Put Our Trust in God Alone”

Greeting

G. P. Telemann (1681-1767)

The Rev. Eric Wefald
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.

.

We are growing with God.
For the Good of the World.

Hymn

For the Good of the World.
We are growing with God.

“Come, O Fount of Every Blessing”
music printed below

Sharing about Fruit
Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

based on John 15: 1-8

led by our PPC Virtual Choir

led by Pastor Eric

led by Linda Knight

We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ.
We come because we seek to abide in Christ.
The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit.
We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive.
If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us.
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples.
We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.
May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly.

Confession

led by Florence Kwok

Leader:

Look upon us, loving God, and deal firmly with those things that have
inhibited our love and diverted our energies.

People:

Loving God, whatever you see
as self-righteous, censure;
as twisted, straighten;
as heartless, soften;
as fruitless, prune;
as infected, cleanse.

Leader:

Thank you, Holy Friend, for answering our prayers before we get round to
asking them, and for doing much more than we ask or think. Through Jesus
the chosen one. Amen.

Words of Assurance
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

led by Florence Kwok

In Christ Jesus we are a radically renewed community.
Thanks be to God!
Old things are done away with, all things become new.
Thanks be to God!
We are agents of grace and reconciliation.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Scripture

John 15:1-11

Sermon

read by Marilyn Brownlie

“Do Something”

by Pastor Eric

Prayers of the People
People will be invited one at a time to say a one sentence prayer, if you desire.
Raise your “hand” if you have a prayer. “Hand Raising” is on lower left of your screen.
Or you may type a prayer into our “Chat” room, from where a Host will read it aloud.

Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Announcements
Moment for Mission - Seafarer's Friend

led by Jim Ricker, Port Chaplain

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE
Call to Generosity and Prayer
● www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
● Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
• Church World Service, Blanket Drive
• RIP Medical Debt

Doxology

as led by our choir’s section leaders
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to join with Jesus in Communion

led by Pastor Eric
Let us pray. . . .
God of the Banquet Table, we graciously thank You for the invitation, and we humbly remember that
we all have a place at Your table. Help us to make room for those we have forgotten. You, Jesus, flow as
the Source, the Love. You are the Vine. We are the branches. You taught us that when we connect with
you, we grow. When we are not connected, we wither. In this time of holy communion, may we renew
our connection with you, the Vine of Life. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might! Blessed is
the one who comes in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna in the Highest! Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Remembering Jesus in the Sharing of the Bread and the Cup
Today we will invite you to prepare your own Bread and Cup at home.
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
The blood of Christ, the cup of compassion for a broken world.

Unison Prayer after Communion
O God of Abundance, you feed us every day. Rise in us now, make us into your bread,
that we may share your gifts with a hungry world, and join in love with all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING
Hymn

“Eat this Bread”
music printed below

led by our PPC Virtual Choir

Benediction
Postlude

“O Lamb of God”

G. P. Telemann

Today’s Call to Worship was written by the Rev. Joanna Harader.
Today’s Confession & Assurance were adapted from the Rev. Bruce Prewer.
Cover photo by E. Wefald.

Seafarer’s Friend
We warmly welcome Jim Ricker to our service today for our
Moment for Mission. Jim is the chaplain for the Port of Boston. He
has the honor of being able to represent Jesus’ hands and feet to the
commercial seafarers that berth at any of the 9 Boston docks Jim
covers. Seafarers' Friend has been on the Boston, MA. Portsmouth,
N.H. & Portland, ME. waterfronts representing Jesus to seafarers
since 1827. Whether it is an on-ship service, delivery of ditty bags/goody bags, providing prayer and/or
counsel, providing phone sim cards or shopping for needed items, the ministry seeks to serve the Lord
by serving the needs of the international seafarers that visit our ports.
https://www.seafarersfriend.org

Upcoming Dates
Saturday, May 1 & Sunday, May 2 Drop off your food pantry items at Cindy Lou’s house
Saturday, May 1
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church
Saturday, May 1
Marilyn Brownlie Appreciation Day at 2:00 pm
Sunday, May 2
Special Mission Collection for Church World Service
Tuesday, May 4
Church Council Zoom meeting at 7:00 pm
Sunday, May 9
Theology, Literature and Coffee book club
Sunday, May 9
God’s Garden Teens and Youth speak
Sunday, May 9
Special Mission Collection for Church World Service
Tuesday, May 11
Property Committee Zoom meeting at 6:30 pm
Saturday, May 15
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church
Sunday, May 16
Sustainability Team Zoom meeting at 11:45 am
Thursday, May 20
Belmont Religious Council Zoom meeting
Thursday, May 20
Christian Education Committee Zoom meeting at 7:00 pm
Tuesday, May 25
We deliver home-cooked meals to the hungry of Bristol Lodge
Tuesday, May 25
Deacons Zoom meeting at 7:00 pm

Special Meetings of the Congregation, April 11 & 18, 2021
At the April 11th meeting, lawyer Tony DaSilva and CPA Sandy Ross answered questions from the
congregation about the status of rent-free housing given to non-clergy people working for the church.
Both Tony and Sandy helped the congregation understand that all housing given over the years to nonclergy employees of the church is considered a non-excludable fringe benefit and needs to be reported
to the IRS. The value of the housing compensation is determined by the IRS definition of fair market
rates.
At the April 18th meeting, the congregation voted upon a motion to comply with IRS regulations and
pay church back taxes and penalties unrelated to this unreported housing compensation, plus cover the
personal individual back taxes and penalties for CED/Office Admin Cindy Lou and Groundskeeper
Tim, related to their unreported housing compensation, including tax preparation services, for up to
$300,000. The vote was 44 in favor, 0 opposed, and 3 abstaining. Moderator Ned Gulley declared that
the motion carried by majority vote.

Belmont and Watertown Food Pantries
First Weekend of Each Month
We will be collecting items for the Belmont and Watertown Food Pantries the first weekend of every
month at the downstairs entryway to Cindy Lou Benson's home at 289 Payson Road in Belmont
(next door to the church). For May, please drop off your items anytime on Marilyn Brownlie
Appreciation Day, Saturday, May 1 or Sunday, May 2.
The following canned goods are requested: fruit, green beans, corn, soup, tomato sauce or paste, whole
tomatoes, tuna, cannellini beans, baked beans, and chickpeas. Also needed are oatmeal, cereal, coffee,
tea, pasta, rice, cooking oil, peanut butter, jam or jelly, mac and cheese boxes, and Ensure nutrition
drinks. Household goods that are needed are shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap (bar and liquid),
razors, shaving cream, and household cleaners (spray bottles and wipes).
Payson Park Church delivered food and
supplies to the Watertown Food Pantry,
Tuesday, April 6, 2021. Thank you, Cindy
Lou and Carl, for transporting the bags to
Watertown.

Mother's Day Blanket Sale:
May 2 and 9
For the next two weeks, the Missions and Outreach Committee is
collecting donations for Church World Service blankets. You can mail a
check to the church, designated for CWS, or give to CWS through our
church's online giving webpage. Just $10 will purchase a warm blanket
that will be given to someone fleeing their home or recovering from
disaster. Honor your mother this Mother's Day by blanketing the world
with love!

Theology, Literature and Coffee (TLC) News
TLC continues the discussion of “Life of Pi” by Yan Martel (2001) on Sunday, May
9 at 9:00 am
Get you copy of “Life of Pi” by Yan Martel and gather with us on Sunday, May 9, at
9:00 AM, as we better come to know one another and our God by discussing this
award-winning, creative, thought- (and faith-) provoking book.
Come and experience our “Stillspeaking God” at Theology, Literature and Coffee!
Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell:
484-860-4108 with any questions about this adult education opportunity.

The Outdoor Church - Cambridge

Thank you, Pam, on 4-17-21 and all
our faithful sandwich makers, who
every two weeks supply The Outdoor
Church in Cambridge with food for
the hungry.

We Want You on Sustainability
The Sustainability Team welcomes all interested members of the congregation with ideas for growing
membership, raising revenues, and cutting costs in ways that meet our mission.
We want to build a firm and accountable financial basis, so that we may thrive
into the future. We will work on finding promising ideas and then developing
them with the relevant church committees. Our meetings will be just one hour.
Kate Rodriguez-Clark will be leading this limited-term team.
Our next meeting is Sunday, May 16, 2021
11:45 am to 12:45 pm starting immediately after worship & fellowship hour
Sunday, May 2, 11:45am Help available to learn our team’s tools of
Google Drive, Zoom, and Docs.

We will celebrate the mission of Payson Park Church:
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World!

Open and Affirming news
Thank you to all those who completed our recent survey. Please rest assured
that we are not rushing this process, and that we understand there is a lot going
on at our church and in our world at this time. We hope our “Members Share”
monthly email series is a way to continue to share some LGBTQ+ stories and
experiences, without demanding much time from people in the next several
months. As members of the Open and Affirming core team, we pledge to
listen respectfully to everyone and to move at a pace that is comfortable for the
congregation.

Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen

We are grateful for our faithful
team serving the hungry at
Bristol Lodge on 4-27-21:
Cynthia and Ian Lasker; also,
Nancy Fergus, Susan Clark,
Holly Bloomfield, Pam Curtis,
Tom Best, Kay Hudgins, and
Madeline Cronin.

Easter Egg Hunt Fun on 3-27-21. Thank you, Cindy
Lou, for organizing and Nicholas and Fiona for
hiding the eggs. Plus, we celebrated with Palm
Branches!

Gods Garden, Growing in Faith
Children’s Crossword Puzzle
The True Vine
“I am the vine, and you are the branches.
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will bear much fruit;
for you can do nothing without me.”
John 15:5
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