Epiphany Sunday

Payson Park Church
We are Growing with God, for the Good of the World.

January 9, 2022, 10:30 am
Congregational - United Church of Christ
365 Belmont Street, Belmont, Massachusetts 02478
617/484-1542

Serving Watertown, Waltham, Belmont, Arlington, Cambridge, and beyond.

Gathering for Worship
Payson Park Church
Building a Community that Transforms People

Prepare for Worship
Zoom participants - as you check in, practice using your Mute Button, and finding your Chat Box.

Prelude

“Child of Bethlehem”
a rewrite of Dan Fogelberg’s “Leader of the Band”

sung by Bill and Betsy Ragan

Greeting

Rev. Eric Wefald
Welcome to all listening in or watching, whether near or far away.
We are growing with God.
For the Good of the World.

For the Good of the World.
We are growing with God.

Hymn

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
music printed below

Call to worship

Isaiah 60
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
We have seen the star in the sky
and have come to worship the Christ Child.

leader:
people:
leader:
people:
leader:

Confession
leader:

people:

led by our PPC Virtual Choir
led by Linda Knight

Nations shall come to your light, and kings, queens, presidents and
prime ministers to the brightness of your dawn.
The star is resting over Bethlehem,
and we come rejoicing, overwhelmed with joy.
Let us bring the gift of our hearts and the gift of our lives to worship
our God of light and everlasting love.
led by Jane Marshall
God of Light and Love,
you shine in our hearts as brightly as the Bethlehem star.
Yet there are times when we are drawn away from your light.
We may feel inadequate, unworthy, or less than perfect.
We forget that we are your children, your beloved creations,
and that you reach out for us even when we turn away from you.
Forgive us, O God.

Assurance of Grace
leader:

led by Rob Baxter

The night is gone and the day has come.
Christ, the Light of the World, born in the person of Jesus,
reminds us that God’s light and love are for all of us —
no matter who we are and no matter what we have done.
We are loved and forgiven. Thanks be to God.

people:

Receiving God’s Word
Scripture

Matthew 2:1-12

Sermon

read by Lorraine Clifford

“Outsiders Bringing Gifts”

given by Pastor Eric

Blessing of “Reverse the 12 Days of Christmas” boxes

Pastor Eric

Bags & Boxes of 12 items needed by the Watertown Food Pantry

Prayers of the People

led by Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate

People will be invited one at a time to say a one sentence prayer if you desire.
Raise your “hand” if you have a prayer. “Hand Raising” is on lower left of your screen.
Or you may type a prayer into our “Chat” room, from where a Host will read it aloud.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Pastor Eric

Announcements
Call to Special Church Meeting, January 16, 2022
and to Annual Meeting, January 23, 2022

Madeline Cronin, Clerk

Responding to God’s Grace
Call to Generosity & Prayer

led by Rev. Bill Ragan

● www.PaysonPark.org to support the ministry of Payson Park Church
● Deacon’s Fund, an emergency fund to help those in need
● The Christmas Fund, for retired UCC clergy, emergency grants, supplementing of low income

Doxology

as led by our choir’s section leaders

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sending
Hymn
Benediction

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
music printed below

led by our PPC Virtual Choir

Postlude

Fellowship after Worship
With Council approval, we have moved fellowship after worship inside
to Gardner Hall. Thank you, Hank, for installing fans in the old unused
ventilation shaft. These new fans provide 6 complete air changes per
hour. (Our Public Schools require 5 exchanges per hour.) You may take
off masks only when seated at your table. Please do not enter Gardner
Hall if you are sick, exposed recently to Covid, or are in any way
uncomfortable with the arrangements. Thank you!
Thank you Kate Rodriguez-Clark and Priscilla Elliot for hosting today.

COVID Guidelines Update for Church
from Council 9-2-21 and updated 9-7-21

We are excited to welcome everyone back to in-person worship, in
addition to our Zoom worship. Please note the church requires
universal masking. To enter the building, mask up.
•
•
•
•
•

We are now doing hybrid worship; both Zoom and In-person. we request that all in the sanctuary
wear masks, sit socially distant. Worship leaders in the front, 25 feet distant from others, may
remove their masks when they lead worship. Children under 2 are not required to mask.
Singing is not allowed from the pews. Spoken responses in worship are fine.
We are now welcoming people to outdoor fellowship and coffee hour after worship, under the
tarp outside the church doors.
If you are feeling sick, please stay home. It’s the faithful thing to do. Please Zoom!
Also, it is totally fine if you are not ready to join us in-person, for any reason. Please Zoom!

Our Deacons and Council are evaluating pandemic conditions, and best practices of other congregations, and will give
updated guidelines to the congregation as the situation changes.
Today’s Call to Worship, Confession, and Assurance of Grace were written by Debbie Gline Allen, Commissioned Minister of
Christian Formation, who serves as Minister of Faith Formation for the Southern New England Conference, and as the Director
of its Faith Formation Leadership Program.
Cover art by Ned Gulley.

Upcoming Dates
Saturday, Jan 8
Sunday, Jan 9
Sunday, Jan 9
Tuesday, Jan 11
Sunday, Jan 16
Monday, Jan 17
Saturday, Jan 22
Sunday, Jan 23
Tuesday, Jan 25
Sunday, Feb 6

We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
9:00am TLC with Rev. Bill Ragan, Ministerial Associate
Epiphany Sunday - empty boxes returned to church for blessing
6:30 pm Property
Special Church Meeting, Q&A about the proposed 2022 Budget, after worship
9:00 am MLK Jr. Community Breakfast
We make sandwiches for the hungry of The Outdoor Church in Cambridge
Annual Meeting of the Congregation, after worship
We deliver home-cooked meals to the hungry of Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen.
7:00pm Rev. David Grishaw-Jones, ONA Forum

Open and Affirming Update
Thanks to all who attended our discussion of the film “For
the Bible Tells Me So” on November 21! As we move
forward in our ONA process, our next step is to have
individual conversations with some people in the
congregation: to hear what people are thinking at this point,
what their concerns might be, and what information or
clarification they might need. Please send any questions,
comments, or concerns about the ONA process at PPC to
Wendy Gulley (wgulley@gmail.com), Tom Best
(tomisabel.best@verizon.net) or Alice Troop
(alicevtroop@gmail.com).

Theology, Literature and Coffee (TLC) News
TLC discusses “The Diary of a Country Priest” by Georges Bernanos, this Sunday,
January 9 at 9:00 am.
The story is set in northern France, where a young, newly appointed Catholic priest
struggles with loneliness, poverty, illness, and the lack of faith within his parish.
Through the daily struggle to pray and be faithful to self-sacrificing love, and in spite
of his tortured self-condemnation, the priest discovers, and eventually applies to
himself, the truth that God wants us to be merciful to ourselves as well as to
others. In strange, yet compelling ways, The Diary lays out a blueprint for
incarnational living — no matter your state in life.
It is not too late to join the discussion and it is a very short book. So, get your copy of “The Diary of a
Country Priest” by Georges Bernanos and come be with us on Sunday, January 9, at 9:00 AM, as we
better come to know one another and our God by discussing this wonderfully unique story.
Come and experience our “Stillspeaking God” at Theology, Literature and Coffee!
Please feel free to contact Bill Ragan at minassoc@paysonpark.org or on his cell: 484-860-4108 with any
questions about this adult education opportunity.

Reverse the 12 Days of Christmas
Even if you missed your gift on Christmas Eve, you may still receive a gift.
Your gift is an empty box. A “Reverse the Twelve Days of Christmas!” box.
(Pick one up in church, or please use your own box or bag.)
If you decide to receive this gift, you will find a list attached to your box.
Corresponding to the 12 Days of Christmas, this is a list of
12 needed items from the Watertown Food Pantry.
You are invited to return with your box on Epiphany Sunday, January 9, 2022. Thank you!

Gifts for the 12 Days of Christmas

1) Baked Beans, White Cannellini Beans/Chick Peas
2) Canned Fruit
3) Canned Soup
4) Canned Tomato Sauce/Paste/Whole Tomatoes
5) Canned Tuna
6) Coffee/Tea
7) Cold Cereal, or Old Fashioned Oatmeal/Cereal
8) Cooking Oil
9) Ensure Nutrition Drinks
10) Mac and Cheese boxes, or Pasta/Rice
11) Peanut Butter/Jam or Jelly
12) Canned Green Beans or Corn
(Feel free to put in 4 of one item, + zero of another!)

The correct link for the MLK registration is https://bit.ly/MLKBelmont2022.
We apologize for the inconvenience.

The Outdoor Church, Cambridge
On 12-24-21 Tom, with his daughter-in-law
Hazel, and granddaughter Vivian, helped make
dozens of sandwiches for the Outdoor Church.
We are grateful we can serve the hungry and
homeless in Christ's name, with regular turns
twice a month, and especially at Christmas.

Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen
Volunteers are needed to heat premade lasagna for the Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen. Please contact
Cynthia Lasker at colasker@comcast.net or call at 781-890-2078 if you can heat the lasagna for
November and/or December. More people are needed to continue this traditional PPC mission.

November Lasagna cooks - Susan, Kay, Tom, Pam,
Madeline, Cynthia.
Helpers - Jeff, John
Thank you for feeding the hungry in Christ's name.
Next month we deliver premade lasagna over the
Christmas holiday.
.

.

What a fun-loving group of Sandwich
Makers on 12-12-21 for the hungry and
homeless of Bristol Lodge! We thank
our Mission & Outreach committee for
organizing this great event, following
Christ in feeding the hungry.

Outdoor Christmas Caroling on 12-12-21
was a great way to complete those
sandwiches we made for the hungry in
Christ’s name!

What a super response to City
Mission's call for Christmas Shop
items; from hats and coats, to dolls
and bedding. Carla and Wendy from
Missions & Outreach thank you for
your amazing generosity! 12-5-21

