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   What an adventure!  What a great time of exploration and growth!  
As many of you know, the summer months found me working on my 
dissertation, a document carefully planned last summer and approved 
by the Doctoral Committee at Andover Newton Theological School in 
December.  Making the trek to the library at the seminary on June 1,    
I began chipping away, my research and writing efforts adding up to 
over 130 pages by the end of August.  With seven of the nine chapters 
completed in first draft form, my advisor and I are happy with this 
progress, the paper’s completion and refinement an effort that will be 
ongoing in the months to come. 
 

   But there’s another side to this sabbatical:  the journey of faith that 
was part of each step.  While I didn’t travel to the historic sites of our 
faith tradition, I was excavating fascinating data, my appreciation of 
the apostles and writers of our scriptures added to at every turn.     
Delving into the Gospel of John, my faith was deepened, my under-
standing of the stories transformed by a greater knowledge of why and 
for whom they were written.  We are a part of a great tradition!  Just as 
John and Peter and the other early disciples worked to share the story 
and love of Jesus, so do we now! 
 

   It’s with such invigoration and joy that we are reunited. I hope you, 
too, had an enriching summer, and I thank you for your faithfulness 
these months. I’m especially grateful to Cindy Lou Benson for      
managing the church so well in conjunction with our Co-Moderators, 
Al Gledhill and Lorrie Herzberg, Senior Deacon, Nancy Fergus, and 
The Rev. John Brock for his strong leadership and ministry.  With the 
new year beginning we have much to be grateful for, and it all begins 
with the gift of life and love.  May we treasure each day with God and 
one another.   Amen and alleluia! 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2011            10:00 AM 

Union Service   

All Peoples United Church 

Waverly Square, 471 Trapelo Road 

The Reverend Chung Soon preaching 

(Please note the 10:00 time of service.)  
 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMEBR 11, 2011            10:30 AM 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson, preaching 
 

Sermon:  For the Healing of the Nations 
 

      We are grateful to the many members and friends 

of Payson Park who greet us each Sunday.  The acolyte 

from God’s Garden is Harry Thidemann.  Altar flowers 

are given by Louise Lewis and family in memory of 

Frank Lewis. The deacon serving is Nancy Fergus. The 

fellowship hour is given by the Ushers. Reading      

scripture is Sally Markham. The ushers greeting are Carl 

Miller & Winnie Snow. 

 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2011                     10:30 AM 

Homecoming Sunday 

Commissioning of our Christian Educators 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson preaching 

With Special Presentation by  

The Rev. Wendy Vander Hart 

Area Minister of the  

Metropolitan Boston Association of the  

Mass Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 

Sermon :  Time to Come Home 
 

       The acolyte from God’s Garden is Harry Thide-

mann. Altar flowers are given by  Dennis Sullivan and 

family in memory of Dennis and Sally Sullivan.      

Flowers are also given by Sally Markham in memory of 

her mother, Bunny Aldrich. The deacon serving is 

Marty Gledhill. The fellowship hour is given by the  

Property Committee. Reading scripture is Al Gledhill. 

The ushers greeting are Susan Clark & Carl Miller. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2011            10:30 AM 

Mission Sunday 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson preaching 

With Special Presentation by Paul Baxter 

Associate Director, City Mission Society 
 

Sermon:  Brothers and Sisters Are We 
  

      The acolytes from God’s Garden is Harry Thide-

mann. Altar flowers are given by  Joan Blackman in 

memory of her husband, Jack. Flowers are also given by 

Dennis Sullivan in memory of John F. & Maureen     

Sullivan.  The deacon serving is Carl Miller. The       

fellowship hour is given by the Diaconate. Reading 

scripture is Ann Alves. The ushers greeting are Ann 

Alves & Carl Miller. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

      Thank you to all who participated in our summer 

worship services!  From those in the pews, to ushers, to 

our leaders in the pulpit, our time together through the 

summer months was filled with rich moments of     

faithful prayer, song, and contemplation.    

      Our attendance was as follows: 

 July 3  Union Service/Plymouth 

 July 10  35   

 July 17  35   

 July 24  23    

 July 31  22 

 August 7 44    

 August 14 32     

 August 21 35        

 August 28 Closed due to storm 

 Sept. 4  Union Service/All Peoples 



 

3 

WORSHIP & ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS 

MARKING THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF SEPTEMBER 11TH 

     As our nation remembers the tragic events that    

unfolded on 9/11 ten years ago, we hope you’ll join us 

for worship that Sunday morning.  With our prayers for 

peace and our reflections on healing we’ll recall Jesus’ 

message of hope and reconciliation, recognizing how 

we’re called to bring people together in this broken 

world.   Come with your hope and your despair.  Come 

to receive God’s grace and love. 

 

WITH THANKS & PRAISE: 

EXTENDING OUR GRATITUDE TO JOHN BROCK 

     It is with love and appreciation that we say ―thank 

you!‖ to the Reverend John Brock for his ministry at 

Payson Park through the summer months.  Welcoming 

John back into our midst was a joy, his presence mak-

ing sabbatical time possible for our pastor.  From lead-

ing worship and preaching to attending events and   

offering valuable pastoral care, John’s presence was   

invaluable and enjoyed.  Join us in thanking John by 

signing the thank you note at Fellowship Hour the 

opening weeks of the new church year. 

 
 

 

 

PAYSON PARK NURSERY SCHOOL 

        A NEW YEAR BEGINS! 

    We may all be pleased that the Payson Park Nursery 

School is nearly filled to capacity as it begins its new 

year here in our basement classrooms throughout the 

week.  It’s with gratitude, then, we say ―thanks‖ to 

Janet Coleman, Nursery School Director, and the 

teaching staff, in addition to Lorraine  Clifford, Nursery 

Committee Chair, and committee members Doug 

Ertelt, Carolyn Fish & Melissa Melhorn for all they do 

in working with the school as the next ten months   

unfold. If you would like join this committee or help in 

any way with these efforts, please speak with Janet or 

Lorraine. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS IN WORSHIP: 

RECOGNIZING OUR PART IN THE GREATER WHOLE 

    Celebrating the vitality of our community as a new 

year begins, we’re happy to have key representatives 

from our denomination speaking during worship this 

month.  On Homecoming Sunday, September 18, 

The Reverend Wendy Vander Hart, Area Minister of 

the Metropolitan Association of the Mass Conference 

of the UCC, will join us to offer support and an     

update on issues facing the wider church.  The      

following week, Paul Baxter, Associate Director for 

the City Mission Society, will tell us about new and 

continuing programs that are going on in Boston and 

beyond.  Each of these presentations will be sure to 

provide inspiration and challenge as we recognize our 

connection with the wider church and its mission. 

NEW MEMBERS TO BE RECEIVED 

 INTO  THE LIFE OF PAYSON PARK CHURCH 

     Are you looking for a church to call ―home‖ at 

this time in your life?  Would you like to explore what 

it means to be a member of Payson Park Church and 

the United Church of Christ?  New members will be      

received into the life of this congregation this fall, 

with Lael Atkinson leading an evening discussion 

about what membership means in this church and 

our  denomination.  Please let her know if you’d like 

to be a part of this exploration.  It will be scheduled 

at the  convenience of those interested in attending. 
 

GOT A QUESTION? 

GIVE US A CALL!  

    While the days may be growing shorter with the 

waning of the summer months, you may be happy to 

note that the doors of our church office will be open 

longer.  After Labor Day Weekend, you will find our 

Administrative Coordinator, Cindy Lou Benson,     

available to help you with a multiple of church ques-

tions or requests.  Simply call or drop by, Tuesday 

through Friday, 9:00—2:00. 
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 MISSION & SERVICE 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2011 

CITY MISSION SOCIETY 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 

PAUL BAXTER, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

     Celebrating our continued history of service        

together, we welcome Paul Baxter, Associate Director, 

to our worship on September 25, as we are eager to 

hear about new and old programs that are going on in 

Boston and beyond.  Mark your calendars now for this 

special mission event! 

     The City Mission Society  promotes a just society for 

all people by uniting communities and transforming 

individuals through service, education, and advocacy. 

CMS programs help youth and adults achieve their full 

potential while providing opportunities for congrega-

tions and communities to engage in social action and 

change. This work is supported by the Metropolitan 

Boston Association of the United Church of Christ, 

congregations, individuals, foundations and Payson 

Park Church. 

     CMS is located in downtown Boston across from 

the State House, and takes advantage of this central         

location to help individuals throughout the Greater 

Boston area. 

FUTURE MISSION PRESENTATIONS: 

Sunday, October 23 

Guest Speaker Roberta Rosenberg,  

Executive Director, The  Second Step 

Sunday, November 13  

Guest Speaker Alfredo Bartolozzi,                             

Director, Watertown Food Pantry 

THE MINISTRY OF ALL BELIEVERS: 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE ABOUND 

     Are you looking for a way to serve the church or the 

world?  The Nominating Committee is currently       

recruiting members and friends of the congregation to 

serve on the committees of the church.  If you would 

like to explore ways to offer your talents and time, 

please speak with Carl Miller, Nominating Committee 

Chair. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED COLLECTION DRIVE 

   The annual Neighbors-In-Need (NIN) Offering will 

be received on Sunday, October 2nd. It supports the 

United Church of Christ’s ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. 

   Two thirds of the offering is used by the Justice and 

Witness Ministries to fund a variety of local and        

national justice iniatives, advocacy work on issues such 

as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health 

care, hate crimes, civil liberties and environmental      

justice as well as direct service projects. 

   The other third of the offering is used to support the 

work of the UCC’s Council for American Indian Minis-

tries (CAIM). Today there are 20 UCC congregations 

on reservations and one urban multi-tribal UCC      

Congregation in Minneapolis. These churches and their 

pastors are supported by CAIM which also serves as a 

valuable resource for more than 1,000 individuals and 

dozens of other tribes in the U.S. 

   The Neighbors-In-Need Offering helps make another 

world, a better world, possible. It needs our support. 

Please give with the joy of generosity to help our 

neighbors. 

   Nancy Slavinsky, Mission Committee 

 

 

 

 

    The Belmont Farmers' Market (Thursday afternoons) 

is spreading the word that they now accept 

SNAP benefits (formerly known as food stamps) and 

will double the shopper's SNAP benefits on approved 

items up to $25.  

     How it works: Shoppers bring their SNAP cards to 

the blue Market tent, where the Market Manager will 

phone in for verification and give the shoppers certifi-

cates to shop with. Besides veggies, they also have 

baked goods, preserves and lots of other stuff. Good 

food for all! 
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BRISTOL LODGE  

FOOD KITCHEN 

      Fall is the time for Payson Park Church to renew 

its commitment to serving the local men and women 

who visit the Bristol Lodge Food Kitchen in 

Waltham for a daily hot meal.  For many years now, 

we have been providing a monthly meal for people 

who are very grateful for the nutritious meal as well 

as the fellowship and shelter.  By volunteering to 

cook a meal for 12 people, help in serving the meal 

or donating cash toward the grocery expenses, you 

may assist in this community outreach effort. 

     Are you seeking ways to serve people in need in 

your area?  Do you shop and cook?  Do you have a 

few extra dollars after your weekly expenses?  Can 

you spare a couple of hours, once a month?  Do you 

enjoy the fellowship of church friends and grateful 

people?  If so, please consider joining the faithful 

church volunteers who cook and serve a hot meal, 

once a month, to approximately 75 men and women 

at a church in Waltham.  The Bristol Lodge Food 

Kitchen serves a daily hot meal to needy people, not 

all of whom are homeless, and we have been volun-

teering there for many years. Here's how it 

works:  You can volunteer for once or twice a year 

or for every month.  Sign up on the Mission bulletin 

board (next to the church office) and take a         

recipe.  Buy the groceries needed to feed 12 people 

and prepare the recipe at home.  The recipes are easy 

and the costs range from $20-$28.  Deliver the food 

to Waltham or someone else can do it for 

you.  Serve the meal if you are  available.  Feel good 

in knowing that you have reached out to your 

neighbors and that you have nourished them.   

     Please speak to Cynthia Lasker if you would like 

to be a new volunteer. You may call Cynthia at      

781-890-2078 or email  -  colasker@comcast.net. 

Please sign up on the Mission bulletin board next to 

the church office door.  Thank you!   

MISSION & SERVICE 

ACTIVE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 

A MONTHLY OFFERING TO OUR                          
LOCAL FOOD PANTRY 

      The Church School youth of God’s Garden, Growing 

in Faith and the Mission and Outreach Committee are 

continuing the ―Active Prayer of Thanksgiving‖     

mission activity. On the first Sunday of each month, 

they will have a food drive to collect for our local food 

pantry. The congregation is invited to be part of this 

mission. Please bring in new canned goods and dry 

food items. The youth will coordinate the donations. 

Help is needed to drop the contributions off to the 

pantry. If you are interested in being part of this     

ministry,  please call the office, 617-484-1542.  Thank 

you for being part of our local mission work.  

 

BRISTOL LODGE MEALS  

& THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

      The youth class in God’s Garden is being scheduled 

to prepare the Bristol Lodge meal periodically for the 

upcoming year. This mission activity is one of many 

that is planned for our youth. If you like to cook and 

would like to help prepare a meal during church 

school on a Sunday, please sign up with Cindy Lou,  

Director of the Christian Education. 

 

     

     

BRISTOL LODGE 

FUTURE DATES 

Friday, 9/30  - chicken cornbread casserole, salad, rolls 
 

Tuesday, 10/25  -  meatloaf, veggie/cheese/rice, rolls 
 

Wednesday, 11/30  -  Costco lasagna, salad, bread 
 

Thursday, 12/29  -  chili, salad, rolls 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 

JOHN R.  STADTMAN 

     It was with sadness  that we learned of John’s death 

on July 3rd. The Memorial Service was Friday, July 8, at 

12:00 PM and we continue to hold Al and Phyllis in our 

prayers. They offer their thanks to us all: 

     Dear members & friends of PPC, Al & I thank you all for 

your expressions of sympathy in the recent death of our son John. 

We appreciate your coming to the visiting hours, the service & for 

the lovely cards and prayers. It all meant so much to us. Al is 

coming along slowly after the operation, but we hope to get back to 

church soon.   Many thanks to Rev. John Brock for his service 

and visits. We are blessed with a wonderful church family.  

Love and blessings, Al & Phyllis Stadtman 

A NOTE ABOUT PARKING: 

TREATING OUR MEMBERS & NEIGHBORS WELL 

     As we begin a new year together here at Payson Park 

Church, we celebrate the fact that the number of people 

attending Sunday morning worship services and other 

events will be increasing.  This is good news!  Not only 

are members of our church attending worship and 

other events whenever possible but also new visitors 

and friends are coming, too. The challenge that arises 

from such growth is that  parking space near the church 

is limited.  Please park carefully, being sure you do not 

block a driveway.   We also hope that those who arrive 

early to church for choir, ushering, or other duties, will 

save parking close to our entrances for those who have 

difficulty walking in the inclement weather.  We thank 

you for presence here and for your caring considera-

tion. 

 

A PRAYER FOR TEACHERS 

Lord, thank You for every teacher as they begin this 

new school year. 

 Thank You for their ministry to Your children. 

 Sustain them in health: strong in body, mind and spirit 

to move in faith, patience, and with expectation. 

 Protect them and keep them. 

 Encourage them to behold the beauty of Your  holi-

ness. 

 Bless their ears to hear the lovely, the uplifting, and the 

encouraging, and to shut out the demeaning and the 

negative. Cause their feet to walk in holiness and their 

steps ordered by You.  

Bless their hands to be tender-helping hands to those in 

need, hands that bless.  

May their hearts be humble and receptive to those 

around them.  

May their minds be strong, disciplined, balanced and 

faith-filled.  

Your grace be upon their homes and classrooms that 

they may be havens of rest and renewal,  

sanctuaries of peace where the sounds of  

joy and laughter grace each room, where love            

and unconditional acceptance is never ending.  

God, grant success and prosperity  

in their places of ministry and life.  

May goodness and mercy follow each  

precious teacher all the days of their long,  

healthy lives. 

 Lord bless them and keep them.  

Make Your face shine upon them, and be gracious to 

them. Lord lift up Your countenance upon them and 

give them peace.  

In the name of Lord Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

Submitted to Cindy Lou Benson, from her             

Communities of Practice, MACUCC educators group. 

 

SHARING & CARING 

CHURCH WORK DAY: 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 9:00 TO 11:00AM            

      The Church Work Day is continuing. You have the 

chance to keep ―pitching in‖ around our church home, 

helping with cleaning, maintenance, and repair pro-

jects. As specific projects will be coordinated, we ask 

that you let the Church Office know by Thursday, the 

15th,  if you will be coming. We thank you for pitching in! 
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EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP 

THE GOOD AFTERNOONS: 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER  21, 2:00 – 3:30 PM 

     Join us as we start our sixth year of meeting each 

month!  ―The Good Afternoons‖ is a group of suppor-

tive and inquisitive people who give thanks for the gift 

of life by sharing tips about caring for the mind, body, 

and spirit.   This month we’ll hear about some of the 

latest findings in alternative health care in addition to 

sharing with each other a personal highlight or two 

from the summer months. Refreshments will be      

provided, not to mention a good joke or two!  Please 

join us! 

GATHERING TOGETHER IN  

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE: 
TUESDAYS, 2:00 – 4:00 PM 

All women of the church are invited to join to-

gether Tuesday afternoons in the  parlor. Inspired by 

the knitting of prayer shawls, this is a time of ―sharing 

and caring‖ in the spirit of ―faith, hope, and love.‖  

Whether you knit or not, please consider coming once 

or every week to get together with new and old-time 

friends of the church.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

MAKING STRIDES FOR CANCER,  

FUNDRAISING TEA PARTY 

     With the upcoming Making Strides Walk, a special 

gathering will be held in the parlor on Saturday,         

October 1st from 2:00 to 4:00 PM organized by Marty 

Gledhill and Nancy Fergus. A suggested contribution of 

$25.00 is welcome, though any donation is appreciated. 

Join us for this time of community support and out-

reach. 
 

 

BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH SCHOOL 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 

WISDOM TALES  

 STORYTELLING IN RELIGIOUS SETTINGS  

     Elisa Pearmain is scheduled to speak in worship 

and in church school on October 30. Eilsa has been 

telling stories in churches for over twenty years. Her 

first book Doorways to the Soul: 52 Wisdom Tales from 

around the World (1998) contains 52 short tales from 

different spiritual, religious and folk traditions         

designed to be read one per week with exercises to 

deepen our connection to the wisdom in the stories, 

and to foster personal and spiritual growth. Her       

second book Once Upon a Time: Storytelling to Teach Char-

acter and Prevent Bullying is a favorite in religious         

education classrooms.  Elisa leads services for families, 

adults and children, and offers workshops to all of 

those groups and religious education teachers as well. 

Elisa tells folk tales from multiple spiritual and cultural 

sources on themes related to kindness, non-violent 

conflict resolution, cooperation, peace and justice, and 

earth stewardship. We welcome Elisa as she tells her 

stories to our youth in God’s Garden in church school 

on Sunday, October 30. The annual All Saints costume 

party will be held in the gymnasium on that day as 

well. A fun day has been planned for our children; 

please  invite a friend to church that day. 

 

JUST LIKE ME 

What sort of a church would our church be 

If every member were just like me? 

Better or worse would our church be 

If every member were just like me? 

Were every member of our church to be 

Just such a member as Christ would see, 

What changes would come to you and to me, 

And the gain to our church -- what would it be? 

P.W. Sinks 
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     Every year as we give thanks to God for the many gifts Creation showers upon us, we remember that energy, 

for example electricity, is one of them. The many sources from which we receive it ultimately are found in God's 

Creation.   This year, seeing what has happened in Japan, perhaps we wonder for the first time, could it happen 

here? Could we find ourselves in an electricity-scarce world? The Japanese certainly didn't expect it. But this 

thought is less frightening if we let ourselves really imagine: How might we live? What did people do not so long 

ago, within the memories of many of us in our church community? Could doing such things help energy go far-

ther, be shared with more people? See the survey below, share it with family and friends, and enjoy realizing what 

you do know! 

SURVEY OF LIFE SKILLS 

     What if the lights went out in your home, and you had no flashlight that worked? Could you find in the dark, 

and safely use, candles & matches? As we face an uncertain future, how long will familiar energy sources last, what 

will they cost, how are they changing our climate, what capabilities can we count on that are in our memories? 

        Circle as many options as you’re sure about – if you’re not sure, or can’t remember, leave it blank. 

1. Can do or once could.  2. Have taught to someone.  3. My children, or younger members of my family, can do 

this.  4. Have seen family, friends or neighbors do this. 
 

Tell approximate time by the sun         1 2 3 4 

Tell which way is north           1 2 3 4 

Walk around my neighborhood always knowing where I am      1 2 3 4 

Know what public transport is available and how to use it    1 2 3 4 

 

Chop and store firewood  1 2 3 4 Build a fire with matches  1 2 3 4 

Cook on a wood stove  1 2 3 4  

Prepare fresh vegetables for cooking         1 2 3 4 

Catch fish legally, clean and prepare them for cooking     1 2 3 4 

Make bread or cake from scratch         1 2 3 4 

Mix batter by hand   1 2 3 4      Make soup from scratch 1 2 3 4 

Make jellies, jams or preserves 1 2 3 4        Can vegetables  1 2 3 4 

Use a simple icebox and manage without a freezer, with minimal waste   1 2 3 4 

 

Wash dishes by hand with economical use of water      1 2 3 4 

Do laundry by hand   1 2 3 4     Clean a wool suit at home 1 2 3 4 

Press clothes, linens etc. with irons heated on a stove top    1 2 3 4 

Mend clothes by hand  1 2 3 4      Sew with a treadle machine 1 2 3 4 

Turn the collar of a shirt  1 2 3 4       Alter a dress or coat  1 2 3 4 

Knit a sweater or socks  1 2 3 4       Make new clothes  1 2 3 4 

Make a quilt from used fabric remnants, perhaps together with others   1 2 3 4 

 

Clean house using inexpensive means like vinegar or baking soda    1 2 3 4 

Beat a rug clean   1 2 3 4 Wash your own windows  1 2 3 4 

Keep a wood stove or fireplace clean         1 2 3 4 

Care for floors, varnished or upholstered furniture, draperies      1 2 3 4 

 

CARING FOR CREATION 
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Build a fence or lean-to  1 2 3 4 Cut grass with a reel mower 1 2 3 4 

Make a garden with your own or family labor      1 2 3 4 

Make and use compost  1 2 3 4 Start plants from seed 1 2 3 4 

Grow plants for food and use their produce      1 2 3 4  

Plant and care for trees or shrubs        1 2 3 4 

Harvest fruit from your trees, berries from bushes     1 2 3 4 

Keep one or more cows or goats and use their milk    1 2 3 4 

Make your own butter  1 2 3 4 Make cheese  1 2 3 4 

Raise chickens for eggs and meat, or rabbits for meat    1 2 3 4 

Slaughter animals humanely  1 2 3 4 Preserve your own meat 1 2 3 4 

 

Do household repairs with screwdriver, hammer, pliers, hand drill etc.  1 2 3 4 

Paint a room or furniture  1 2 3 4 Put up shelves as needed 1 2 3 4 

Use a Coleman lantern, oil lamp, or candles for light    1 2 3 4 

 

Write a neat, legible letter in your own handwriting     1 2 3 4 

Make an envelope by folding a sheet of paper      1 2 3 4 

Make greeting cards from materials you assemble at home   1 2 3 4 

Maintain a paper filing system 1 2 3 4  Use & balance a checkbook 1 2 3 4 

Do your tax returns with a mechanical calculator, or none   1 2 3 4 

Use a mechanical typewriter  1 2 3 4   Draw up a budget 1 2 3 4 

 

Play a musical instrument  1 2 3 4 Teach a song to others 1 2 3 4 

Know songs, stories, poetry or Bible verses by heart    1 2 3 4 

Play guessing games, word and memory games     1 2 3 4 

Entertain children for an evening, or during a birthday party   1 2 3 4 

Make playthings out of cloth, wood, paper, string etc.    1 2 3 4 

Play chess or checkers, board games, family card games, etc.   1 2 3 4 

Know family history and pass it on to the next generation   1 2 3 4 

 

Ride a bicycle, inflate the tires        1 2 3 4 

Patch bicycle tires, put the chain back on       1 2 3 4 

Play outdoor games like hide and seek, dodge ball     1 2 3 4 

Help children practice sports, improve their skill     1 2 3 4 

Use maps to plan and enjoy a walk or hike      1 2 3 4 

     What you might do with this survey after completing it: keep it to remind yourself and your family of capabilities that you 
have! Make suggestions for items to be added. Give a copy to Isabel Best, or bring it to the church office, so that eventually 
we can have a report on capabilities that exist in our church community. Sign your name and turn it in. We could develop a 
file of who has skills that others might want to learn...Find something on the list that you’d like to learn to do, and find out 
from the file who might be able to teach you. 

Respectfully submitted,   Isabel Best 

 

CARING FOR CREATION 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

    

   Our church theme this year is ―Bread of Life.‖ In 
church school, we will be  making banners, having 
cooking workshops and playing games like ―Are You 
Smarter Than a Fifth Grader.‖  

We will begin the school year with a familiar lesson 
from Jesus:   ―The Parable of the Sower.‖ 

October 2,  Sunday afternoon movie showing ―The 
Lost Medallion‖ in the Sanctuary. All are invited. 

Sunday, October 16, Church school tour to Perkins 
School. 9:00 AM departure and return to PPC for 
10:30 worship. Preregistration required. 1 more adult  
volunteer is needed. See Cindy Lou for information. 

Sunday, October 23, CPR and First Aid course. This 
is available to the congregation as well as volunteer 
teachers. The cost is $40.00, but complimentary for 
teachers of God’s Garden, ushers and deacons.     
Preregistration required.  

Sunday, October 30, ―Bring a Friend to Church 
School‖ with special guest, storyteller Elisa Pearmain 
visits God’s Garden, followed by the annual All 
Saints  costume party in the  gymnasium with Mr. S. 
A sign up sheet will be available soon. 

Sunday, November 6,  Sunday afternoon movie 
showing ―Soul Surfer‖ in the Sanctuary. All are in-
vited. 

Sunday, November 20, ―Bring a Friend to Church 
School‖ with special guest speaker from Project 
Bread.  Church school parents host fellowship hour 
and full pageant rehearsal during God’s Garden 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 

A SUCCESS! 

      Over  20  children & 9 teen counselors gathered 

for our annual VBS. Under the leadership of Cindy 

Lou Benson along with 15 adult volunteers, it  all 

came together to make ―PandaMania‖ a great  suc-

cess.  We thank  everyone involved in this valuable 

outreach program that touches the children here at 

Payson Park Church and those in our community. 

FAITHFUL REFLECTIONS: 

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 

     Beginning in October, a weekly class for Bible 

study will begin.  Led by Lael Atkinson, each session 

will focus on the gospel text selected for the upcom-

ing worship service, allowing participants to         

contemplate the week’s theme in an extended       

manner.  Each discussion will be self-contained, so 

members and friends of the church may attend 

weekly or as they are interested or able.  Dates and 

times of these evening classes will be announced in 

the October   issue of The Messenger.   

ALL ARE WELCOME 

IN GOD’S GARDEN 

     God’s Garden, Growing in Faith is a welcoming place 

for the church community and not just for parents 

and children! Volunteers from the entire church   

community are needed. Perhaps being with the youth 

on a Sunday morning  could be a way for YOU to 

help fulfill our mission. “We believe God is calling us to 

walk in the ways of Jesus Christ and to bear witness to the 

Gospel through worship and service, empowered by the Holy 

Spirit.” 

     Teaching contributes to the faith development of 

our youth as well as the future of our church. Plus, it 

will deepen the understanding of your own personal 

faith. Teaching in God’s Garden is a shared responsi-

bility of everyone, a contribution well needed. Where 

do you see  yourself? Perhaps reading a story in Bible   

exploration, creating in an art workshop, preparing 

bread in the cooking workshop or having fun in a   

puppet workshop. Speak with Cindy Lou Benson, 

Christian Education Director, for helpful suggestions 

and ideas.  

CHURCH NURSERY CARE: 
    Nursery care for infants, from birth to three years 

of age has been extended to 9:15 to noon and is pro-

vided every Sunday under the supervision of our    

experienced and qualified staff.  The church nursery 

provides a Christian environment as well as a joyful 

safe space.   
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2011              10:00 AM 

Union Service   

All Peoples United Church 

Waverly Square, 471 Trapelo Road 

The Reverend Chung Soon preaching 

(Please note the 10:00 time of service.)  

MONDAY, SEPTMEBER 5  Office Closed 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

 10:00 AM     Payson Park Nursery School Open House 

  2:00 PM      Faith, Hope & Love  

        7:00 PM      Church Council  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

  8:30AM      Payson Park Nursery School Opens 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11                           10:30AM   

        9:00 AM   Adult Choir Rehearsal 

  9:15 AM  Nursery Care 

        9:30 AM Youth Choir Rehearsal 

      10:30 AM   Worship  &  Church School 

      11:30 AM   Fellowship Hour  (Ushers) 

      12:00 PM Christian Education Committee 

 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

         2:00 PM   Faith, Hope & Love    

        6:30  PM  Finance Committee 

  7:00 PM   Property Committee 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 14     Sign Up for Work Day 

 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

   9:00 AM   Work Day 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18                             10:30AM 

Homecoming Sunday 

Commissioning of our Christian Educators 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson preaching 

With Special Presentation by  

The Rev. Wendy Vander Hart 

  9:00 AM   Adult Choir Rehearsal 

  9:15 AM  Nursery Care 

        9:30 AM Youth Choir Rehearsal 

       10:30 AM   Worship  &  Church School 

       11:30 AM   Fellowship Hour  (Property) 

       12:00 PM Mission & Outreach Committee                                                                              

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

          2:00 PM   Faith, Hope & Love   

          6:30 PM Diaconate  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21     Messenger Deadline 

          2:00 PM The Good Afternoons  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23       Office closed 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25                            10:30AM 

Mission Sunday 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson, preaching 

With Special Presentation by Paul Baxter 

Associate Director, City Mission Society 

  9:00 AM   Adult Choir Rehearsal 

  9:15 AM  Nursery Care 

        9:30 AM Youth Choir Rehearsal 

  10:30 AM   Worship  &  Church School 

 11:30 AM   Fellowship Hour  (Diaconate)                                                                              

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

         2:00 PM   Faith, Hope & Love   

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

  9:00 AM   Messenger Committee 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

         5:00 PM       Bristol Lodge Meal: Serving 

DO YOU NEED TO REACH THE PASTOR? 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson can be reached through the Church Office or at home (617) 464-4990.  
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

Homecoming Sunday 
Commissioning of Our Christian Educators 

The Reverend Lael Atkinson preaching 

With Special Presentation by  

The Rev. Wendy Vander Hart 

Area Minister of the  

Metropolitan Boston Association of the  

Mass Conference of the United Church of Christ 

  

      Fellowship Hour hosted by the Property Committee 


